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Relating to the 


PRESENT DISPUTES 


ABOUT THE 


Holy TRINITY, 


Addreſs'd to both 


Contending Parties. 


— You are of oN Judgment as to Subſtance of Faith, ſo 
that you may eaſily v NI T E. -— Is it reaſonable that Peace 
ſhould be thus prophaned and rent in Pieces, and One Brother 
ſho Id diſſent from another with Spite and Rage, for ſlender 

unneceſſary Matters? -———- though you are 

þ 7 rent Opinions in theſe leſſer Matters (and truly no Won- 
der, we are not all of one Mind, for all have not the ſame 
Gifts and Capacities ;) neverthelets ſacred u N 1T Y ;and Love 
may be kept inviolably, and UNANImMITY and chriſtian 
Society may be maintain'd among you all. Yide Conſtantine's 
Letter to Alexander and e in Euſebius s Life of Conſtan- 
tine, lib. 2. 7 — eee. — | 
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SEASONABLE 


ADVICE, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 


= T is impoſſible but I mult 
think the Truth of your pre- 
ſent Debate lies more on one 
Side than the other; but it 
does not follow, I mult be a 
Sigot, or in any unchriſtian 
nle a Partiſan : And there- 
foreI hope neither of you wi 
be offended, becauſe I can't 
+ forbear ſaying, I know there 
| are ſerious good CHRISTIANS _ 
on both Sides; call em Sound or Rotten, or what you 
pleaſe. 8 ah 
HERETICKS, I believe, there are in the vr 
Charch, who are little ſuſpected; for I do not think 


they are either TRINITARIaNS or UNITARIANS_ 
Fe but I hope the World will ere ſong be taugt 
the Folly and Impiety of this licentious Wa of hereti- 
cating one another, by a judicious, —— and unex 
ceptionable Hand. 

For my part, I have not only read your ſeveral 
Arguments and Pleas, enough to ſatisfy myſelf, and as 


much as I could afford for one Controverſy ; but I 
A 2 have 


L4] | 
have, I think, with ſome Lopartiality endeavour'd to 
remark on the Conduct of both Parties: And 1 will 
venture to ſay, with Submiſſion, it is not ſtrange if 

{- Zeal for the Honour of our common Lox, (a Thing 
which muſt needs be dear and tender to every go 
Chriſtian ) Jealouſy, of Error, Innovation, Hereſy 
on the one hand; and a Perſuaſion of Ill Treatment, 

; _ Slander, and Reproach, and, to be juſt, I muſt add, 

\ 2: Zeal. for the Honour of the FaTHt , on the cher ; 

it is not ſtrange, I ſay, if theſe very vigorous Motives 
have run too near an Extremity, and made both ſay 
what. upon cool Thoughts they themſelves think had 
been better kept in; and carry it to each other in ſuch 

a manner, as neither can ſtrictly juſtify. I think this is 

as likely to be the Judgment of a Stander-by as any 
thing; and if I am ſuppoſed to be engaged on either 

Side, I hope what I ſhall ſay may be judged the more 

unpartial. I doubt not, many of the Perſecutors and 

* Per ſecuted, Orthodox and Hereticks ( for theſe are the 

ames by which they are too often diſtinguiſh'd ) will 
meet, tho they will be ſurpriſed to meet, one another 

in one Heaven, and one Manſion too; where, and 
_where only,they can perfectly know what they contend 
ut, and with what Spiris they do it. | 
' Ir is for the Sake of thoſe who can hardly give in- 

to this, I intend theſe Pages. I ſhall not exaſperate any | 
one, I hope, with Incivility or Argument My Buſineſs 
will not be to diſpure, ler the Merie of the Cauſe lie 
where it will,) but to erat. Let not any one for 
the Sake of an unmanly Jeſt call me Moderator, or ſay 
I am not likely to ex3ſperate any one by my Arguments 
whatever I may do by Incivility, If I can ſay any thing 

: that may ſerve to cool and temperate the Minds of 

Men, and perſuade them to judge and ſpeak more im- 

partially or, that may lead them to conſider whether a 
ECONCILIATION mult needs be like reconciling 
HRIST and BELIAI; or, put ſ ood charitable 

judicious Chriſtian or other upon the Experiment, I 

ſhall have my End. If I am to be a Jupas, or a LesL1te 

for propoſing it, ſo be it; I ſhall however pray * 

none can hinder, or ſuſpect me,) for the Peace of Jeru- 


1 pls a// alem, and the utter Extirpation of Heres and SCHISM. 
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As for my own part, I admire the beſt of both Sides; 
but, I thank GOD, am not apprehenſive from the 
worſt of either. I Jove both, but fear neither, au 
therefore ſhall ſpeak freely without palliating, but fairly 


without reviling- or reproaching. * BH 

Bur, Hrſt it may not be ami to let Du and the = 
World ſee how far you are both agreed; that ſober E. 
Chriſtians 210 pu 9 4 only —_— BIBLES „ 
(ha Men!) and are Strangers to the Dz/puters- 0 4 
this 2 may better judge whether, according to Z 


can underſtand it, there is as great a Ditterence berween 
you, as there is between Heaven and Hell. 

1. Tur, you are agreed, there is One, and but One, S © 
original Cauſe of all Things, a Self-exiſtent, indepen- 
dent, and abſolutely perfect BEIN, which BI NG (what- 
ever the Reaſon of that Name be) we call Gov. 

2. You are agreed, whether this Name Gop denctes 
_ bis Nature, or only his Relation, as Governor, &c. : that 
there are other Beings to whom this Name is given, as 
well as to this Firlt Cauſe ; and this for ſome — 
or Re ſemblance they bear to him, to whom it does primarily 
and ſupremely belong. | | 

5 You are agreed therefore, that the Name or Ab- 
pe lation, Gop, will act prove any Being to be this One 

IRST CAUSE, any more than it will prove it to be no 
more than an Angel, or a Magiſtrate ; that Name or 
Appellation being promiſcuouſly apply'd to each of them. 
4. You are agreed, there is. a BFI NO who is called the 
SON of Gop, who is alſo cated Gop; whether it be, 
becauſe he is alſo the 4 Gop with him whoſe Sen 
he is; or whether he be call'd his Sox, becauſe he was 7- 
made firſt and chief of all his Works, and in a literal 
Senſe the Firſt-born of every Creature, and the Beginning 
of the Creation of God; and call'd Gop, becauſe he J 
bears ſo near a Reſemblance to him, being the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon ; for which ſoever, I ſay, of theſe 
Reaſons he is call'd God, you are agreed he is call d 
the Sox of Gop. 

5. You are agreed, that this Son of Gop is the only 
Mediator between Gop and Man, and the (u Perſeu 
that obtain d Salvation for a lit Mrd. 

6. You 


* 


the plain Tenor of the New Covenant, as far as they Et WP I 
rt l 


"33 : 

6. You are agreed, this was done by his Incarnation, 
Life, Sufferings, Death, Reſurrection, and Interceſſion ; 
awd that without all theſe, GoD ( as a wiſe Governor at 
leaft,) did not think fit to grant it; but that now he may 
be juſt to bis Honour, Crown, and Dignity, act without 
any Wrong or Diſparagement to either, and yet be the 
Juſtitier of thoſe who truly believe in Feſus. 

7. You are agreed, that as the Reward of his Under- 
taking, this — the Son of God, is highly ex- 
alted, and has a Name given him, above every Name, 
and is appointed Hx AD over all Things. 

8. You are agreed, that to believe in him is to receive 

m as PROPHET, PRIEST, and KING, to own him as 

e only infallible Teacher, the only atoning Prieſt, and 

the only Lord of his Church ; and accordingly to hearken 


—to his Teaching, to depend upgp.what he has done and 
ſuffer d, and is now doing, Ski Interceſſion at the 


Father's Right Hand, for the "Acceptance of our Perſons 
and Services, and to endeavour thereby to know and obey 
all his Commands, according to the beſt of our Capacities, 
to the End of our Lives. 

AND now being agreed in this, it is ſtrange, me- 
thinks, you ſhould not agree in one Thing more, how 
wide ſoever — Differences are, viz. That whoſoever 


"dyes thus believe and practiſe ſhall be Sa vE D ever- 


ingly. 


WII he who delighteth not in the Death of a Sin- 


ner, whoſe Mercy endureth for ever, who judgeth not 


as Man judgeth, who knows our Frailties, and well 


remembers we are but of yeſterday, and know Nothing: 
He that hath given ſuch abundant Proof of his kind 
Regard to the humble Soul that defires to know and 


do his Will : He who has been at ſuch aſtoniſhing Ex- 


pence to ſhew how willing he is to fave all that come to 
him through Chriſt, I ſay, wil/ he, can he damn a Man, 
becauſe he is miſtaken about the pre-exiltent Nature of 
him he knows Niw to be his Lord and Saviour? 1 
do not Pretend to tell, on which Side the Fault lies 
molt. Each will throw it upon the other ; but I am 
ſure, it is high time to think of ſome healing Methods, 
that Practical Religion, and the Life of Chriſtianity, 
ſe. Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy in the HoLy * 


q 


[7] | 
be got utterly burnt up in the Flames of Contro- 
| . me beg your Regard, Gentlemen, to a few ſober 


Hints I have to ſuggeſt to you. And 
Frxsr to you, (my Brethren,) who are Trinitarians.” | - : 


Ill aſſure you, I am not about to perſuade you to give 
up your CREED, or to betray any of the invaluable 
Truths of the Goſpel; I am not going to adviſe you 
to capitulate or compound with your Adxerſaries for 
the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints, which ought to 
be dearer to you than your very Lives, and which it is 
your indiſpenſableDuty to contend earneſtly for ; which 
ſuppoſes more than never to deny it, or baſe! give it up 
—— you ſutter, ſc. that you ſhould ale all Ratio» 
nal, Honeſt, and Chriſtian Methods ro propagate it 
5, and to hand it down as a ſacred Depofitum, pure 
and unadulterated, whole and unimbezzled, to Poſte- 
rity ; which as you do, ſo you ovght to reckon better 
than an Entail of the Land of Canaan on your Off- 
fring. Bat all this will pot juſtify any raſh, 12 5 
wrathful, uncharitable Methods againſt your Ad verla- 
ries, whoſe Duty EQUALLY it is zo contend earneſtly 1 for 
the Faith once delider d to the Saints, and never to de 
it, or baſely give it up, whatever they ſuffer ; but to uſe 


all — — Honeſt, and 2 4305 RY to propagate 
it, and hand it down as a ſacred Depolitum, pure and 
unadulterated, whole and unimbezzled to Poſterity, which 


as they do, ſo they ought to reckon better than an Entail 
of the of Canaan on their Offspring. Wherefore 
putting away from you all Wrath, and Anger, and 
Clamour, and Evil Speaking, with all Malice, either 
defend your own, or oppoſe your Adverſaries Faith 
with as little Partiality, and then if you pleaſe, with as 


5 much Zeal as you can: But be pleag'd to conſider, whe- 
ther the following Heads of Advice may not be of 


ſome uſe. 

I. __—_ 1 of * n= net the 
Righteouſneſs of God; take heed of miſapplying that 
22 Rom. iii. 7. and conſider the Nor di of ſob, Chap. 
xiii. Ver. 7. Lill you ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk 
deceitfully for him ? Suppoling (not howeyer granting.) 
ET CR 88 that 


[5] 
that the UnITaRIans were all DvIIs, yet there is al- 
ways ſuch a Decorum due to the Cauſe of Gop, who is 
flow to Anger, and infinitely above the Paſſions of Men, 
as to abſtain from Huth and Railin in the Defence 
of it; tho' it were the Devil himſelf you were diſpu- 
ting with. Jude 9. Whoever pleads Gop's Cauſe 
ſhould not throw a Diſgrace upon it by his own un- 
reaſonable Paſlions. : 

AGAIN, there may be ſuch a Thing (you know) as 
LI xo for the Truth. Now whoever does that, muſt 
be Self-condemn'd ; and if Faction and Sthiſm be join'd 
with it, I will not ſay,He is a = LK. let his Opinions 
be what they will; but I will ſay as my Lord Bacon 


ſaid of Antichriſt ; ſc. If there was a Hue and Cry for a 
Heretick, put into my Hands, I ſhould think myſelf 
obliged to take up ſuch a one upon Suſpicion at leaſt. 


It is agreed, I think, on all Hands, that we ought net to 
belie the Devil, Now I cannot imagine, why the 

N may not claim that Right, which Dam- 
nation itſelf does not take away ; or why Calumny muſt 

employ'd againſt em, as if there werẽ nor Abſurdi- 
ties enough in their profeſſed Principles to expoſe them 
and confute them, without diſhonourable Methods. 
As Inſtances let me mention but theſe two or three, 
(1.) It is confidently and commonly ſaid, they deny the 
Lord that bought em. Now you know they neither 
deny that he bought em, nor that he is their Lord. 
How then can it be true, that they deny the Lord that 
bought em? By the way, many who ſay ſo, according 
to their own Principles ought to ſay, the Lord never 
bought em, nor laid down any Price for 'em at all, as 
not being of the Number of his Sheep. But (2.) How 


can you (I ſpeak only to the guilty,) righteouſly af- 8 
firm, that they will not believe any thing, tho it be ſpoben 
by Gop himſelf, if it be above their Reaſon ? When you 
know, they do believe the Creation, Incarnation, Re- YWa2 


ſurrection of the Dead, and « thouſand Things which 
they are converſant with every Day, which they own 
to be above their Reaſon ; as is indeed the Mauner of 
Exiſſence of almoſt every thing we behold. You KNow 
that the OxrLy Diſpute as to this Matter) is, whether 
what you would have em believe, be Azove Reaſon 


— — — 


only, 


[9] 
only, or Contrary to it. And here they think they do 
but take the prudent Advice of the Hon. Mr. Boy/, who 

| ſays, * It becomes Men to ſtand upon their Guard, and 
ſtrictly examine how far the Notion or Doctrine propoſed 
as a Myſtery does require, and is entitled to, the Benefit 
that Dion. Neither did that worthy Gentle- 
man, Philoſopher and Divine think, becauſe it might 
be above_our Capacities, and yet true; that therefore 
en ought to ſwallow every Thing that comes with 
that Pretence. No, but rather its Difficulty and Im- 
probability to our Reaſon ſhould the ſooner prompt us 
to examine carefully into the Reaſons and Evidences 
that are brought to ſupport ſuch high Pretences ; ſince 
(as he ſays juſt after, ) generally ſpeaking, the Abſtruſe- 
neſs is leſs fit to bring Credit to it, than it is to make it 
to be diſtruſted. (3.) How can you ſay, they honour 5 - 
Chriſt but as the Mahometans do, who own him to be a 
Prophet ſent from Gon? And that therefore jou may 
well communicate with the Turks, as the Unitarians : 
When you Know they honour him as the LORD of 
Heaven and Earth, as the SAVIOUR of the World, 
as the ouly MEDIATOR between GOD and Man, 
the only Hope and Refuge of miſerable Sinners, and the 
only Judge both of Quick and Dead, c. I'll ſay no 
more, but leave it to your Conſciences. (z/t.) How | 
can you ſay, the Unitarians will net ſtick to deny Scrip- 
ture itſelf, if it ſtand in their way; e. gr. becauſe 1 John | 
v. 7. expreſly ſays, There are Three that bear Record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Wird, and the Holy Ghoſt, and | 
theſe Three are One ; therefore they are not aſhamed ſa- 
erilegiouſly to dajh it out, _ they cannct anſwer it? | 
Whereas you know (if you know the Controverly, ) / 
that, that Scripture does net at all ſtand in their way; / 
yea, when you know, they own the Words to be true, J. 
thoꝰ they do not believe em to be 2 ; which does 
not look as if they were apprehenſive of any Diſad- 
vantage to their Cauſę from them. Neither indeed 
can it be any Advantage to them to deny the Authority 
of theſe Words, as long as they own what is of equal 


—_— 
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n his Refleflions upon a Theological Diſtmition, &c. p. 30, 31. Where be 
induſtrionſily, and, I think, ſolidly proves the Diſt met ian te- oe Juſt 
B Force 


— 
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[ 10 J 
Force againſt them, viz. I and my Father are One. But 
inaſmuch as there is a Curſe upon thoſe who add to, as 
well as on thole who diminiſh from Holy Writ, they 
ofter their Reaſons why they think them To be a For- 
)gery: And l am millaken, if he that reads what Dr. 
A / Milt grants, and Mr. Emlyn has ofter'd on that Sub- 
. je&t, will ſee Reaſon to be very confident of its being 
genuine. Eſpecially, you have little Reaſon to object 
againſt the Unitarians on this Head, becauſe you your- 
ſelves doubt of the Genuineneſs of ſeveral Texts upon 
leſs Grounds than they offer. Be not angry, if I point 
{ - out one or two, 1. The firſt is in the very ſame Epiſtle, 
Chap. ii. Ver. 23. latter Part. | But he that acknow- 
ledgeth the Son, hath the Father alſo. ] Now, theſe 
Words, even in our Exgliſʒ Tranſlation, are confeſſed 
at leaſt to be dubious, and every Reader is warn'd of it 
by the Italic Character, with which they are diſtin- 
guiſh'd. Dr. H/hithy leaves them entirely out; ſo does 
Wetſtenius, and Leuſden, and, I think, moſt of the 
printed Greek Copies ; tho' they are to be found in 
many af the Manuſcrigts, viz. the “ Syriack, the # A- 
lexaudrian, the MSS. of New-College Oxon, and in the 
CO Goſpels in Lincoln- College. 2. Another Inſtance is, from 
* 2 Pet.i. 10. Give Diligence to make your Calling and 
Election ſure. Dr. Whitby ſays, many MSS. and many 
of the Ancients add, A Toy tandy tpy ov. By good 
Works, But ſhould he be thought partial, I can add 
another Witneſs, viz. Culvegrel! in a Sermon on this 
"Text, which he calls the //hite Stone. His Words are, 
The Papiſis 1 1 aid nero ipy av, in this Lerſe; 
and Beza ſays indeed, that he found it in tuo ancient Co- 
pies ; (by the way one of them is the Alexandrian, 
which the Learned, as Dr. Grabe ſays, deſervedly pre- 
fer to all the other Manuſcripts; ) But tho it be left 
out in the Jetter, yet tte include it in the Sen/e : There is 
good Reaſen to leave it out in the Text, becauſe all the 
Greek Cefies do, tuo only excepted. Now let me only 
ask this fair Queſtien; how can you blame the Unita- 
rians, for rejecting the Authcrity of that Text, becauſe 
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* Vid, Pool's Synopſ. in Locum. 
1 Dr. Mills and Wetſtenius in Locus. 
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not on? ancient Copy or Verſion can be produc'd, which 4 
has it? Why muſt it nevertheleſs be thruſt in, in full 
Equality with the moſt authentick Scripture, as if it 
were not ſo much as queſtionable, without the leaſt 
Hint to give the Exgliſb Reader a Caution; tho? you 
took Care to do it in another Clauſe of a Verſe, when 
there are conſeſſedly many Manuſcripts to witneſs for 
it ; yea, and theſe Words 19 good Works) are entirel 
left out; tho” it be own'd, two Copies have it, an 
one of em ond to be of more worth than all the 
reſt > Now, if two Copies, one of which is of ſuch 
Value, ws not enough to warrant 2 Place in our Tran- 
{lation ; (tho' it be confels'd to be true, which alſo / 
the Unitarians ſay with reſpect to this Text,) how 
comes it to pals, that 1 John v. 7. is admitted, yea, not 
only admitted, but even without fo much as a diffe- 
rent Character, which 'tis well known it was printed 
with, tho' not now ; when not ſo much as two, nay, 
not ſo much as one ſuch Evidence can be brought for 
it? Why muſt the Unitarians be charged with Sacri-_ 
liege, and denying Scripture, only for defiring, that 
may be done, which you yourſelves have already done, 
upon ſlenderer Foundations in ſeveral Inſtances? You 
don't love, I believe, to hear a Papiſt accuſe Luther of 
Sacrilege, and denying Scripture, becauſe when he was 
IJ little pinch'd with the Authority of St. Faes in the 
Buſineſs of Juſtificati n, he ventur'd to raze out the 
whole Epiſtle at a Daſh, and call'd it * Hay aud vtubble, 
&c. and yet this is Fact. But I know you do not que- 
{tion the Authority of that Book, and therefore I {hall 
conchude this Head with Jae, ii. 1. My Brethren, have 
not the Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Lud of 
Glory, with reſtect of Per ſons. ; 

2. My next Advice is, that no one, eſpecially no Preh. 
cher, be over warm or confident in this Contreverſy, parti» 


— 
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® Epiſtola Jacobi vere ſtraminea Epiftola eft, collata cum Evangelio ſohann s, 
c ei, Epiſtola prima, cm Evijtolis Paalinis, ques 4d Romans, Ga/atas, 
Fphefios ſcripts ſunt, Nec entm gent«m tadelemque baber Evanzelicam, 
German Bible printed by Lach. 1323. And in bis Comm me Gen 22. 
he ſamh, Feceſſunr de medio adverſ.yii cum fuo Jacoby, gum toties nobis 
ce ici Vid. D. Manton's Peet. to his Copaent on James. 
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eularly, that he never anathematize and damn by virtue 
ine baths when he muſt confeſs he hath not read 
en both Sides, My Reaſon is, becauſe of thoſe Texts, 
Prov. xiv. 15, 16. Rom. x. 2. Prov. xxvi. 16. Jude 10. 
former Part. If all who come under this Head would 
but be quiet, I am apt to think the Heats would not 
be quite ſo fervent, nor the Mie quite fo loud as it is. 
e that pretends to judge another without underſtand- 
ing the Matter in Debate, I think, you muſt pronounce 
a $igot, let the Doctrine he defends be rue, or Halle 
3. ConslDER ſeriouſly the Nature of Zeal. There- 
had need be a great deal of Diſcretion in managing 
"ES ſuch a vehement Paſſion as that is. Since it is the 
- Spring of ſuch an impetuous Motion in the Soul of 
Aalen, it had need be like Ezekie/s Wheels, full of Eyes, 
_Jot like Saul's un-enlighten'd Fury. Religious Zeal is 
/ "of all Paſſions the molt fierce and devouring. 7hrs one 
Thing bas diſſolv'd all Ties of Natural Aftection; | 
7 * broke thro? all the Bonds of Modeſty, * Ju- 
J, ſtice, and Humanity ; It has turn'd Men (yea Women 2 
too) into Tygers, (and Tygreſſes;) It has plunder'd, 
ravaged, ſlaughter'd by Hundreds of Thouſands in the | 
Foe of the Lokp; fill'd the Air with Hafants Cries, 
- © dyed the Streets with humane Gore, and made Cities 
. deſolate without Inhabitant ; but oh! think the reſt. 
I ſhall only ſay, the /aft and worſt Plague of Egypt can- 
not compare with it tor Deſtruction. Of that it can 
only be ſaid, it did not leave a Houſe in which there 
was not one dead; but of this it may be ſaid, where it 
has raged, it has ſcarce left one liuing So much better 
is it to fall into the Hands even of an Angry GOD, who 
in the midſt of Judgment remembers Mercy, than into ; 
the Hands of fiery Zealots, whoſe tender Mercies are ( ; 
cruel | Was it not this, that burcher'd the Primitive 
Chriſtians, martyr d the Apoſtles, murde;'d the Lord 
| of Glory? Religion and the Honour of GOD was plead- 
ed for a | this! fo true it is, that Men may kill and 
ſlay, murder and ſtab Repurations and Hearts, and (as 
much as in them lies) Soul; and all, burn and anathe- | 
matize, commit the Body to oxe Flame, and the Soul 
to another, and yet think they do GOD Service / 
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Alx that Tl! infer from theſe dreadful Premiſes, ſhall 
be only this; it is beſt to be cautious, and not carry 
Things to Extremities, You don't know where you - 


may end, nor how great a Matter a little Wild- Fire may 
kindle. It is beſt Erring on the chatitable vide. The ///,/ 
Cauſe may be good, but you may over do. There is a; , A 
very eaſy, and almolt imperceptible Tranſition a 

1. 


unguaraed Leal To down-right Maanels, ( Acts Wvi. 1 
Heat without Light is an Emblem of Hell ; the Devi 


may appear in Tongues of Fire, as well as the Holy 
Ghoſt, (James iii. 6.) 
Is zt not beſt to be very well aſſur d, what a Hetetick. 
is, Tefore you venture to give that Name to am one You 
know it is ealy for a_paſſionate Man to miſtake here. , 
The Jews call d the c en, ſo, the Papiſts call Pro- 4 
teſtant io, and Proteſtants call one another ſo. Each is Ca 
contident he is in the right, but, I hope, they are all 
in the wrong. It is well worth conſidering, whether, 
an meer Error in judgment, can make a Man a H 
tick; ( tho' 1 grant it may make him a Fool, or Made. 
"man; ) and whether there muſt not be ſome Immora- 7 
lity join'd with it to complete that tremendous Chara: 
er; becauſe the Apoſtle ſays, ſuch a one is Sel 
1 which a meer miſtaken Man cannot he 
uery, Whether a cenſorious, malicious, or factious Spi- N 
rit, is not nearer to it than is generally thrught ? A Tem- 
per ſo directly oppoſite to, and ſubverſive of the great 
End of the Incarnation of the meek and lowly JESUS, 7 
who ſums up the whole Law and Goſpel in Love. of IRE is, 
Te is the ſame as Schiſn ; (ſays Mr. Pool,) only P e. 
Schiſm is a more general Word ; and Herely is Schiſm 
pon Account of Principles. A Heu is the Author 
a Seft or Party; ( ſays Eraſmus; ) of a vicious & 
(ſays Calvin.) And upon that Text, Tit. iii. 11. ſays 
he, Let a Biſhop therefore, (i.e. ſince he mult know a 2 
Perſon to be Self-condemu'd before he can kncw him to 
be a Heretic: N take care that he dies not indulge his 
OWN — e a and abuſe any one _ * — ke 
is a Heretick, he Knows him to be ſo. Read Dr. 
Whitby on Tit. 1. And if you don't like it, I ſhall 
be ſorry you ever ſaw it. 
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F. I wovlv requeſt you to confider, what you your- 
ſelves mean, when you quote ſuch Texts as theſe in the 
Controverſy, viz. Fames i. 8. A double minded Man is 
wrſtable in all his Ways. 2 Pet. ii. 14. beguiling unſtable 
Soxls. (Read but the whole Verſe, and then conſider whe- 


1 


- * ther it be to your Purpole.) So Prov. xxiv. 21. Meddle 


"for 


with them that are given to change. Litke v. ver. ult. 
Nv Man having drunk old Mine ſtrait way defireth new, 
he ſaith, the Old is better. And Jer. vi. 16, Ask for 
the old Paths, &c. | 

AXxD, if they again ſhould be ſo wile, as to Cap ſuch 


les theſe in Anfwer, Purge out the old Leaven, Refuſe 


old Wives Fables, &c. What would you be the nearer ? 


What Argument-is there in this Huerile apdying about 
.. [two very harmleſs Words, New an ? | 


+350 


ARA 
7 / 
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Do you mean, a Perſon muſt #ever change the Opi- 


nion he was educated in? If fo, ſpeak it out: Or do 


you only mean, a Man ought not to change ra/bly and 
inconſideratelj), leſt he ſhould change a Better for a 
Worſe ? If ſo, ſpeak it out: But that ſolemn Way of 
guoting Scripture, which when taken apart, as you 
ofter it, ſounds againſt changing in general, withour 
ſhewing either the Senſe of the Text, or your own Senſe 
when you quote ir, is the way to give Umbrage to your 
Adwve-ſaries, and, if they have not as much Charity as 

ould have, to tempt them to ſay, Your Aim is to 
diſcourage Perſons from examining and enquiring, 
which is the Good ofd Way, and from conſidering, what 
is better, or what is wo: ſe, and perſuade em to take 
their firlt Principles, for better for worle, whatever they 


happen to be. 


Tart Unitarians grant, every I hing that is really new 


in Divinity is falle ; and whether jt, came in Teſte-dny, 


or, Fourteen or Fifteen hundred Years ago, as many Er- 


*Tors, you know, did, it is all one. Jou muſt grant, tis 
new, and alike falſe, if from the very Beginniug it 
Was not ſo, That may be old, which is new to me; 
and that may be neu, which has not been queſtion d 


(in the Part of the World in which I have been con- 


verſant } in a whole Millennium, or more perhaps. By 
the Tal 


of new and old then we muſt mean, Was it 
a Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſiles ; or is it only the 
p 8 ä Tradition 


3 
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Tradition of the Elders? The Bible is own d to be the 
Standard. To the Law then; ſearch the Scriptureys 
ee if it be ſo or no. 5 
ApourT two hundred Years ago, Procellaggiſo itſelr . 
was neu; about a hundred and fifth, Infant-Sprinkling 2. 
was new ; not fotty Years ago the Doafine 15 ; 


verſal Redemption was with Us 5 And being fo 5 


— 


Tately emerged from 9100 Darkzefs, it is no wonder 


if many Things | real {ruths | mean, | appear yery to 
a great while yet, Lruths may be ſo long baniſh 
that they may not be kuows, or own'd when they xe- 


- and on the other Hand, tis certain, [po 


s 
may take the Advantage of ſuch an Opportunity, 9 
-——— 


inſinuate Error under the Name of Baniſh'd Truth, a 
Primitive Chriſtianity. Theſe Things can't be help'd ; 
therefore all muſt be more {irict in their Examination, _, 
and try the ſeveral Pretences more cautiouſly, by th? 
known Records of cur Religion, and be more ſerious, 
and frequent in begging GOD to inſtruct em. 

Ler us make uſe of the Libe;ty, and Light, and Help { 
GOD has graciouſly aftorded us ; make a bumble and / 
modeſt, but free and impartial Enquiry into the Mind 
and Will of GOD: Let us be as cautious as we can, 
without falling into a Palſy and panick Fear, which is 
but Weakneſs, not a cammendable Tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience. Try all Things; take nothing upon Truſt more 
than you needs mult ; nor longer than you muſt ; pray 
GOD to teach you what you Wo not ; refer all you 
know to Practice ; and you will {till know more and , 
more, if you thus follow on to know the LORD. | 

Wourp not this be a better way, and might not we 
more reaſonably expect the Bleſſing of GOD upon it, 
to reduce us to the truly Primitive Piet), Sincerity, Sims 
plicity, and Orthodoxy ; from which — the whole 
Chriſtian World is ſo wretchedly departed,; than thoſe 
art/ul Methods of dilyracing one another with hard 
Names, and twitting one another with one's Death, 
t'other's Forgery ; one Doctrine's Age, and tother's M- 
velty? It is well known, you both pretend to Anti- 
quity, and quote abundance of raffives from good 
honeſt old Gentlemen you call Fathers; and by Jour 
different Repreſentation of them, a plain homely 7770 

ian 


[ d 
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ſtian might think every one of them the Father of Lies 


d Contradictions: And how fhall ſuch an honeſt il- 
pens Chriſtian judge ( who is as willing to al 
, 


0b, and go to Heaven as the Learnedeſt of you al 
ut by that which we ought all to judge by, becauſe 
it is that by which we mult all be judg'd, viz. the 
BIBLE ? 11 
6. ANoTHER Thing to which I would adviſe you, 
is to uſe great Caution in aſſigning the Reaſons of Di- * 
vine Judgments ; eſpecially in Inſtances capable of being 
retorted with equal Force upon yourſelves, as that of 
Axius (be it true or r — is, if ever any 
one was: For are you ſo weak as to think, the Arians | 
might not ſay in that Age? Tes, we own it; jen, we 
aſſert it; yea, we publiſh it, and deſire it may be record- 
ed to Poſterity, as a juſt ＋ of Gop upon him, 
miſerable Apoſtate ! for his Hypocriſy, Perjury, deſerti 
the Cauſe of GoD, and abandoning the Intereſt of Trut 
for fear of ſuffering ? Did Judas's Bowels guſb out for 
betraying but the Son, and ſhall he be thought worthy of \ 
a milder Judgment, who betray'd the Father? No; he . 
is gone to his Place alſo, no doubt. The Fearful aud Un- 
beheving muſt fare alike. If a Prophet of the Lox diſ- 
obey his Maſter's Commands, or is afraid to deliver a 
Hage, let a Hurricaxe purſue him, let him do Penance 
in a Whales Belly, ( a fit Dungeon for a Deſerter, ) or 
let a wild Lion tear him to pieces ; but how much ſorer 
Puniſhment muſt he be thought worthy of, who- robs the 
moſt High GoD of his Prone Prerogative, his wy 
Glory, and his Unrivalled Excellence? How righteoufly, 
O Gop of Gods ! haſt thou rewarded his Cowardice, 
{ Hypocriſy, Sacrilege, and Perjury ! . 
A do you think, thoſe whom you now call after | 
his Name, will not take Warning by his Example, how | 
they deſert that Cauſe, which Gop witneſs'd from Hea- * 
den he was jealous of And then pray, what will yo | 
get by urging this fearful Example of Divine Ven- 
geance? How many H/higs and Tories did the great 
Eclipſe of the Sun ſet a Prophecying, and Prejudging. 
I heard one preſently upon it predict bloody Mork for 
Sweden, (he meant the King of Sweden's being ſhot 
thro? the Temples, no doubt.) How often * — 
2015 


>> 
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Lights in the North evidently lignified Jay and Venge- 7- 


auce in the ditterent Imaginations of a Jacobite, and an 


Engliſhman ? 'T he one taking the Hint from Light, th 


other from Fire. Baronius obſerves, that Herefies 
Schiſms, have been very frequent in England fince we 


Teft off to pay Peter- Ren 
LtT me end this Head with a Story not very foreign / 


to the Purpoſe. There once happen d a very great B 
te in England, which were — acceptable to GOD; 
the Marry d Prieſts, or the Batchelors. At laft they re- 
ferr'd it to the Debate of a Synod. Accordingly they met 
at Caln in Wiltſhire. They who were for the Ma 
Prieſts, plac'd themſelves on one Side of the Room ; thoſe 
that were againſt it on the other. The Diſpute was ended 
ſooner than was expetted : For the Wall fell down fud- 
denly, and cruſh'd thoſe who diſputed for the Lawfulneſs 
of Prieſts Marriage, lil id many, and wounded many more 
who efeap's with their Lives ; preſently it was cryd a- 
bout, D had interpoſed, and determin'd the Diſ- 
pute, and ſbeu d by this fearful Judgment, he was diſ- 
pleaſed with Prieſts Marriage. And thus ( faith One,) 
their Arguments were for a long time knock'd on the 
Head, as well as themſelves. For my Part, I ſhould be 
very cautious of thus interpreting Perſonal Calamities 
and Diſaſters; not only, becauſe they may ſo often be 
read forward or backward, and like Clouds you may 


fancy em almoſt of any Shape; but alſo, becauſe of 2 


rriage of 


1 


thoſe Words of Solomon, Eccleſ. viii. 14. There are juſt 


Men to whom it happeneth according to the Wirks of the 
Wicked, and there are Wicked to whom it happeneth ac- 
cording to the Works of the Righteous. But 11 any one 
is infected with this Monkiſh Superſtition ; let him 
read Spencer's Diſcou;Je of Prodigies And if that does 
not cure him; 1 mult needs ſay, I think he is paſt 
cure. | 
7. Is it not beſt to confider a little, whether it is nos as 
reat a Sin (at leaſt, ) to curſe thoſe whom the LORD 
Lech, as it is to bleſs thoſe whom the LORD abhor- 


reth ? ANATHEMA's and EXCOMMUNICATIONS are very 
folema "Things: It is better to Tet many Tares grow, 


vid Dr, Fuller's Church-Hiftory, Lib, IL, Pe 133. 
C than 


[ 18) 
than but run the Hazard of rooting up 4 _ - 
Wheat But it is very bad, if the ¶ Heat ſhall be pluck 


Up under the Name of ares; while the Thorns,and the 
Bi. _ have — much as the Reſemblance 
orn, the Drunkard, the Swearex, the Back-biter, 
Debauches, ſhall be pity'd, Tpar'd, or couftenanced. 
t is not well, when Men are come to call hnmoral:ties 
only Failings; and a meer miſtaken Judgment, which 
no way pollutes the Morals, Damnable —_ and 
think a bare Alluſion to a Fewyb Ceremony will jullify 
ſuch an unmerciful Sentence, viz. T he Plague is in the 
Head ; pronounce it Utterly Uncleaf iT H e Plague 
the ; Heart (which is the only Plagu 

Ib were nothing to it, 
ET me here be very ſerious with you, and ask you, 


| mr 
Sc. 


Is it not a very terrible Thing to conſign a Soul to Ex. 


ternal Dangziaus And would not a Man after GOD's 
own Heart, be very ſure, a Perſon is in A damnable 
tate, before he would venture to anticipate the al 
PR Sentence, and pronounce him cr/ed in the Name of 
be LORD? What if theſes Men /hould be accepted of 

D, tho” but as the IWeakeſt, and the mo 


of all that have any Interelt Ii the 2? Will 


"Tt not be a poor Excule one Day, to be able to plead no 


more than Murderers may plead, LORD we thought we 

were doing thee Service! If it ſhould be ask'd at that 
great Dax, (and good GOD, how little do Men con- 
ſider, that Day is haſt ning!) © By what Authority did 
2. © you theſe Things? Was it for my Glory to be le- 
« preſented to the World as ſuch a hard Maſter ? 

5 © Where was your Commiſſion for turning out of my 

* 4: < Houſe ſuch as theſe? What Text warranted you? 
© Where is it I expreſs'd it to be my Will? Would you 
venture on ſuch an important act on your own 

7. © Heads? Or by far fetch'd Conſequences, and De- 

* ductions, and Interpretations of your own pretend 

' © to find it in my Law? Did you not know it to be a 

« ſettled Maxim, even among the Sous of Men, when 

| * the Letter of a Law is dubious, the moſt favourable 
” denſe is to be taken? Are your Ways thus equal ? 


* 1 Kings Viii. 38. 


f And 


— — — 
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© And are mine unequal? If the Children of Men, who . 
% were evil, were nevertheleſs ſo good and merciful ; 
could you think Fury was predominant in Mx 3 Dt / * 
te that I did not know how to make the ſame won! er, « 
ce ble Allowance, as even ſinful Men will not deny? _ 
“ Could you imagine the Lamb of GOD delighted in 77 a 
* Forryiug the Sons of Men? What an Idea had you 
* of the Chriſtian Religion, and of my Delign in dy- 
“ ing; if you thought repreſenting me in ſuch a tyran- 
* nical Light, could do me Service ? Did I not expreſly 22 SW 
« ſay, He that believeth Jeſus Chriſt is the Sox of GO, 
* GOD dueleth in him; and he in GOD? Were you 4; 
te not expreſly told, He that keepeth my Commandments, 
© He it is that Loveth me? How could you ſcornfully / h. 
© call that only, Veſtem bone vita, viz. The Sheeps- 
'* Cloathing of a good Life * Where did-I encourage ſuch 17 
© Treatment, or ſuch Language? Was it there, where / 7 
&© I told you, Charity hopeth all Things, believeth all! &. 
* Things ? Was it there, where I told you, Charity 79. 
te was greater than Faith, or Hors? Was it there 20 
| © where I intreated you to put on Bowels of Mercy? <®'* 
Or there where J affur'd you, the Knowledge of ALL 7 | 
* hab was Vain without Love ? ? 

HAT if our Lord Jeſus ſhould put ſuch. Queſtiotis 
to you at the impartial Bar ? What coald you anſwer ? 
Is it not the leaſt you can conclude from theſe Conſi- 
derations, that it is beſt to err on the charitable Side, if ; 1 
any, and hope theſe miſtaken Men my at leaſt be ome 
of thoſe who will be ſaved, though ſo as by Fire; and 
that tho they do drink deadly Poiſon, yet ſince they are - 
in other Reſpects good "Chriſtians, by the Grace of 4 
GOD, it ſhall not hurt them? The Gate of the Church... O. 
(ſays a judicious Divine) is incomparably wider than the 
Gate of Heaven. Can't you in Conſcience ſay, © To your 
© own Maſter you fland or fal; 1 will not judge, and... 
© therefore much leſs can I condemn, and as much as ii 
me lies execute,before the Time? If you cannot; Epray - 


GOD keep me from fuch an unmercifu] Conſcienc ö | 
He that /oveth not the efus Chriſt, let him / jp * 
Anathema. But how can you ſay that of any one, who 4; 


| eceive him as his Prince and his Saviour 
and his Judge for Eternity, N his Converſation be A be 
2 


L 20 ] 
comes the Goſpel ? Methinks theſe Things ſhould come 
pretty cloſe to tender Conſciexces, and charitable Tem- 


ers. | 
| "Tam confident, GOD, who judgeth not as Man 
's HA), Judgeth, will be more ſevere upon Mens Prattices ; 
| * | ' (thoſe Errors, Failings, Spots, Slips, and Infirmities, 


4 


they are gall' d;) and leſs ſevere upon a miſtak 
| 2 | tho” it be call a Gangrene, a ue, a 
; Tanker, a 7 than Multitudes are aware of. This 
=_ Ts, and W. an everlaſting Truth, whoever the 
N * 7 4. Heron was that ſaid it, viz, TH Morafity in Religion 
2s above the Myltery of it. Certainly Faith is for the 
bo of Duty ; a Similitude to GOD is the End of all 
igion. 


F' woULD it were conſider'd alſo, whether this pre- 


ſ poſterous Excommunicating, (not for a bad at, but 


for a bad Head, or perhaps becauſe one has a clear Head, 
and is concern'd to keep a clear Conſcience too, ) be not 
the Way to render that Toſemn Ordinance either ty- 
2. rannical, or. conrempube 3 to tempt many either to fear 
en as much as GOD, or to fear neither GOD nor 
, Man; and whether it has not already made ſome dread 
” a Papi as much as the /aft Sentence, and 0- 

thers to regard S. Paul's, little more than a Quakers, 

Prophecy ; and ſo turn'd the Power of the Keys into a 


Ae, or a Jeſt, an Engine of Cruelty, or a Subject 
of Railery. It cannot be, but Offences will come; but wo 


bet them, by whom they come. 
LeT wicked Men be more ſeverely I and Ai: 


aken Men more eee treated; and I am apt to 
ink, as none but the 722 would have need to fear 
5 Excommunication, ſo none but they would dare make 


ght of it. 

N ur might not that which S. Auſtin apply d even 
to the Mauichees themſelves, be practiſed towards the 
preſent Unitarians * Who, I hope, are without Com- 
pariſon better; ( pardon the Exprefſion : ) Let them 

1. treat you with Rigas, (ſays he,) who know uot how 

N difficult it is to find out the Truth, and avoid das 
„ , — who are ignorant how rare and painful a Mir it ts 
calmly to diipate the carnal Phantoms, that diſturb even 
I a pious Mind. Let thoſe treat you with Rigour, ow 
have 


[ 21 ] 
hade never felt the Sighs and Groans, that a Soul muſt 
have before he can obtain any Knowledge of the Divine 
Being: To conclude, let thoſe treat you with Rigour %. K. 
never have been ſeduced into Errors, near LA to thoſe 


you are engaged in Oh Nor a little more of this 


. Compaſſion. | ; 
11 8. Le r it, (if you pleaſe) be confider'd, how making 7 \ 


the Orthodox Dottrine of the Trinity « Lundamental ＋. 
\ (I. e. without the Belief of which a Man cannot be, * 
ſaved t) can be reconciled to that Pygteſtant Principle, © 


ings that are neceſſary to Salvation are plainly 


reveald, * 
| Tis Word Plaialy reveal'd, can be of no Force a- 


gainſt the Papiſts, who urge the — of an E 
lible Viſible Judge wt —— cauſe of the Dit- 
ulty and Myſterroufneſs of the Scriptures, which the 


Ignorant and the Unleary'd are in Danger of wreſting 
to their own Damnation, without Lal un- 
leſs you mea by tt, that / Things which GOD: has 


ſuſpended our Salvation,on the Belief and Practice of, 


are ſo Plain! reveal'd, that every one who comes with 
an honeſt Mind, d ing to be taught, and:eudeavouring 
to Throw aſide Prejudice and vitious Afettion, ſearches 


after the Will of GOD, begs the Aſſiſtance and Direc- 
tion of his good Sprrit, and prays that he may be kept 
from Error, that neither. che Namgs of Antiquity nor 
phantaſtick Love of Novelty, Fear, Pride, or Ambition, 
or any other anmmun Luſt may cauſe him to ſtumble, 
Cc. {hall Certainly be heard, and taught, and underſtand 
| all Things that are Neceſſary to Salvation. 


* 2 — 


— Cc 


* 111; in ves ſaviant, qui neſciunt quam rarum & arduum ſit carnalia phar- 
| taſmata pia Pow ſerenitate ſuperare , illi in ves ſaviant, qui neſciumt qu 


Difficaltate ur oculus interioris Hominis, ut poſſit intweri ſolem ſuum -—— 
11't in vos ſaviant, qui neſciunt quibus ſuſpiriis & gemitibus fiat ut ex quantu- 
lacung; parte poſſit intelligi Deus. Poſtremo, illi in vos ſavient, qui nully tal? 
Errore decepti ſunt, quali vos decepros vident. Auguſtinus Tom. VI. cl. 
116. Fol. Baſiliæ 1542 

+ For ſome, I underſtand, have get a way of Preaching this Doctrine under 
the Name of Fu and in C:mpony with the Belief of a God, 4 Reve- 
lation, RedeMpiton, Reſurrettion, Future Reward and Puniſhment:, &c. and 
theſe eſſential Points of true Religion ; and yet when they are dejured o cn 


plain, ſuv, they meant no more than that it was à Do&ri why 2. 

others arc Ni and ſo might be well enough ILA TT: — p 

, An 
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AxD will you ſay, none of the Unitarians have done 
this; and that, whatever they pretend, they are but 


NMolves in Sheeps-Cloathing ? If you do; all that I care 
to reply is, They e hard Speeches: I hope it is not ſo, 


e 
I am loth, methinks, the mt rigid e ſhould 
be ſo far tranſported, as to find Fault with theſe Words 


of Salvian, ſpeaking of the Arian Gothe, and Vandals, 
I ſhould be loth, I ſay, any one ſhould find Fault with 
em as too Abr © They are Hereticks, but know 
, it not; Hereticks in our Account, not in their gun. 
„For they are To Tully perTuaded of their being Catho- 
„ licks, as to give us the infamous Name of Hereticks, 
„What therefore they are in our Account, We are in 
, theirs. We are certain they do Injury to the Divine 
© Generation,by — theSon jngerior to the Father. 
© They think we are injurious to the Father, bymaking 


© Them both Equal. The — is with 2s, ras they 
1S honour'd among. 


© preſume jt is with them. 

. 05 but they think what they believe isfor hisHonour 
© They fail of their Duty, but in their Account this is 
© the chiet Duty of Religion. ey are 1Mmp1 but 
think this is true Piety. They err therefore, but with 
©7 good Mind; not out of Hatred to GOD, but true 
jeving that "they Zeve and honour the 
DB. Tbo they have not True Faith, yet they 


4 

© reckon this the e Wine Love, How 
© they will be punifh'd for this Error in the Day of 
C 


udgment, none can_know, but the Judge. In the 
c Jo's while, I think, GOD exerciſes ſuch Patience 
© towards them, becaule he ſees that tho? they do not 
© believe aright, yet they err out of pious)Juclinatjon. * 


* Heretic} ergo ſunt ; ſed non ſcientes. Denique apud net ſunt haretici , 4. 

pud ſe non ſunt, Nam in tantum ſe Catholicos efſe judicant, wt nei D, 

haretice Appellationis inſument. Qued ergo ill; nobis ſunt, & hoc mes illi 

Nos ces injuriam Divine Generationi facere certi ſumus, quod minerem Patre 

Filium dicant. Il; nes 1 Patri exiſtimant, quia «quales «fſe cred amm. 

Veritas apud nos 2 ſed illi hec arbitr antur Honorem Divinitatis efſe du cre- 

Gn Inefficiefs ſunt, ſed illis hoc eſt ſummum KReligionis Offic iam. Impii ſunt, 
— 2 put ant veram eſſe Pietatem · Eyrant ergo, ſed bous anime errant, non 
„„die, ſed aſſedle Dei, honorare ſe D.minum- atq, amare credenies, Quamvis non 
ant red am Fidem, illi tamen hoc perfect um Dei aftimant Charitatem, Qua- 

Liter pro hoc ipſo falſe Opinionit Errere in Die Judicti puniendi ſint, n pow 

"zeſt ſcire, niſi Judex, Interim idcives iis, ut rer. Patientiam Deus commedat/ 

quia videt eas, eifs non vette credere, offetlu tamen pis Opinionis errars. Sal- 


ian ds Gubernatione Dei, . 153, 154 
8. Hz 


Piety towards him, even in their worſt Char Ger 
Tuch 


Tot a : preſs in Scripture they muſt be ſenſible, who _ 
think human Terms and Phraſes neceſ[a12 to expreſs it, 


* 
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: A 
He can ſcarce be Q,zhodox, (I ſhould think,) that | 
cannot ſay ſo much as this.” Is it not enough, if they ß 
are puniſh'd with a Loſs of that _— of Happinels, 
which the Orthodox Chriſtian, by the Privilege of bis 


- ith is ſuppoſed to be admitted to; when it is only 
their —— made them to err? And yet any one will 
obſerve, how Salvian's Zeal carried him too far, to call 


thoſe Hereticks, [mpio whom he could not chuſe 

but own to ncere, and aiming at the Honour and 

Glory of GOD, and acted from a I rinciple of Love and 
acter. 


If 
periſh, well may it be ask d, Mobo then can be 
ſaved ? 

Bur if, indeed, this Doctrine, as commonly Pu 
be not one of the plain Things ; yea, if it be not Jo 
plain A, tft 75 plain honelt Enquirer can miſs 
It ; it cannot be e to Salvation. And that it is 


not one of thoſc ELI Things, I think, does not want 
much Proof; or 10 at ſome ſuch Conſiderations as theſe Ne 


may be ſufficieng, (1), The diferent Judgments of * # > 


'Trinitarians themſelves about it. Some are for three I- 
Modes ; others for three diſtinct Infinite Minds; others J- 
for only three Somewhats ; others are confident 60D 5 
is ſome "my One, and ſome, Three, &c. alas! is it 
not pity Chriſtians ſhould be ſo hot about Somewhat, 
they can't tell what? (2.) This Doctrine, as explain d, 
is uo where expreſs'd in Holy Scripture ; but colletied © 
from it by Tram  Deduttions, and an 2 


- 


Reaſjonings, comparing Texts and Teſtaments, Prepheſies 
and Hiſtories ; which very few of the common ſort of Chri- 2 


ſtians have either Lars, or — to do. Iis true, 


indeed, they may take it upon rult, or be . taught to 
put fuch-an Interpretation * a few Texts, as will 
contirm them in the Belief of it, without any painful 


Examinati But es not prove it to Ee 
Teve any mote than the Perſonal Reign of Chrilt, 
Or than the Popiſh Doctrine of the 


als, which Pro- 
teſtants don't think to be reveaP'd a7 all. That Tt * 


pr to Make a Declaraticn which may be a ſufficient Te 1— 
vf it, and urge this Argument for inſilimg on that 
* Uſe © 


* 
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Ale of 'em, vis. that Scripture Conſequences are Serif 

we. They are ſo to thoſe who are in their oxi Minds 
* Tully pe. ſuaded of he Jolineſ: of 'em. And it © from 
* the general —_—_—_ the Sacred Writings, the Nature 
© and Reſpetts of Things, &c.* thoſe Conſequences are, 
indeed, fo mae and neceſſary, that ff any Man does 
Fg them, 1t mult needs be entirely owing to © a 
c 


7 ind inlaid with Prejudice, or Palſion, and his not 

© having humbly 007 his Lide ſtanding to GOD 
Himlelf, or exercis d a {incere Diſpolition to enquire 
after his Mind and Will, and embrace whatever he can 


© as the Principtes from which they naturally and neceſſa- 

© rily flaw *. But let the Reader judge for himlelf, 

& whether this be indeed, the true State of the Caſe in 
_the preſent Controverly ; and I would adviſe him not 
2 


egen 


ta take bold Aſlertions of it for Proof. For my Part, I 
cannot conclude it from what I know of the Nature 
| of the Thing, or find in my Bible. And I wou'd 
#Y / be more careful to examine myſeſt, and watch and pray 
A. * again{t Pride and Inſincerity, Prejudice, Paſſion, and 
whatever may unfit me Tor the Reception of Divine 
Truth ; than I wou'd be forward to judge the Hearts 
of 85 tho” their Integrity, and their Faith too in 
the ONE GOD and ONE LORD, be witneſs'd to 
by a Converſation becoming the Goſpel. 'The Charge 
-» (is awful, f Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
Io conclude this Head, that Scripture Conſequences 
are cher may be the beſt Argument that can bẽ 
oer d to jultify the introducing Unſcriptural Terms 
and Phraſes to ſerve the Purpoſes above-mention'd : 
But I eaſily perſuade myſelf, that the Gentlemengthat 
4 offer it, wou'd not have had Recourſe to it, or Occa- 


ſion for it, if they cou'd have found exprels Scripture 
or Mardi of Revelation for thoſe Purpoles, which they 


* Vid. M. Cumming {are Sermon en Jude 3, p. 28, 29, 30. 
+ Aartb. vii. 1+ 


wou'd 


, SUCH © Conſegr22 lain Scriptural Propoſitions 
are as much a Divixe Revelation, aud fo to be regarded, 


\ 
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wou'd (no doubt) have preferr'd fo Scripture Conſe- 2 
uences, or Interpretations in the H/ords of Men. "a 
2. Tris Doctrine, as explain'd, lies on the one H p 


ſo near the Borders of Seer (or that Scheme 7 
which preſerves the Unity of the Godhead; bit takes 
away the Diſtinction of PR it that laſt Word has ( 
I a determinate Meaning *; ) and Zitheiſin, (which in- 
| deed preſerves the Detection of PtRrSoNs, but makes? 
= © hree GODS of the FaTrtxs, Sox, and SrIRTr, as well 
#. as THREE PERSoNs, ) on the other Hand; that it is nog. .- 
ſo very eaſy a Matter, as they who never try'd may 
imagine, to guard it againſt theſe Extremes. It re 
quires a good Metaphyſical Head: And the Man thas.. 
has moſt of it cannot pretend to frame a diſtinct an 
politive Conception of that Doctrine ſo guarded. And, 
therefore, how much ſoever they may be in the wrong, 
who to preſerve both Unity of Gopnzap and TRI. 
nITY of PERSON, without ſo much as a ſingle Contra» 
dition, (which 75 in the Nature of the Thing as im- 
poſſible as a Thouſand, and would deſtroy the End and 
Hence of all Miracles themſetvest) make the FaTaER 
only the ONE (i. e. SupR ME) GOD, and the Son 
and Spirit ſubordinate Beings ; how much ſoever, I ſay, 
theſe Gentlemen may be in an Error, we need. not, I 
think, wonder at it, or either queſtion their Simplicity 
and Godly Sincerity upon that Occaſion, or GOD's 6 
Readineſs fo forgive their unavoidable Miltakes and 
even ſinful Infirmities in the Exerciſe of their Under- { 20: 
ſtandings, as well as in the Conduct of their Lives. 
Did we but conſider, as we ought, what Allowances the 
beſt of us need, cau'd we find in our Hearts to fit itt 
Judgment on our Fellow Servants,as tis common to do | 7 | 
| If we will thus preſume ; we ſhall know, that He is Ys 
not altogether ſuch a one as ourſelves, (3.) If it be 3. 7 
ſo plain; why ſhou'd there be a Difficulty made of end ' 
Exmmining on both Sides ? Does not this on one Side — . 
look like Fear, that the contrary would appear a Titel 


tie / 
too plain ? (4.) If it be ſo Plain; why of late bare 


. 4 


4 


. 


Fd 


* Vid. My. Cumming's late $:rmen, p. 27. 
| Ibid, p. 28. * ö 


D ſome 
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; 2 ſome gone off from the old Notion of Eternal Genera- 
| 7 tion? (Lt.) It is, indeed, conſeſs'd to be as difficult, as 
it is neceſſary. Nec periculofius alicubi erratũr nec Tabo- © 
riot aliquid quaritur, is a known Saying to this Pur- 
poſe, wiz. There is nothing in which an Error is more 
angerous, and yet there is nothing in which one can more 
pe, y come at the 'Truth, 7 
i$HoP Beveridge indeed ſays, © Nothing can 
ce he more plain from the New Teſtament than that 
* « there is but ove GOD, and yet that there are thr 
ce Perſons, every one of which is that ove G. 
But many from thoſe very Expreſſions wou'd be apt to 
conclude the contrary. And in another Place ſpeakin 
of the Trinity, he ſays, © f A Myſtery which we are: 
c bound to believe, but yet mult have a great Care how 
« we Speak of it; it being ſo Eaſy and Dangerous to 
e miſtake in expreſſing ſo myſterious a Truth as this 
« 7s. If We think of it, how hard is it to contemplate 
upon three Divine Perſons, in no more thai one and 
ce the ſame Divine Nature? If we ſpeak of it; how 
c hard is it to find out fit Words to expreſs it? I, I 
cc Ty the Father, Son, and Holy Gba ke three, and 
« every one diſtinctly GOD ; it is true: But if, I ſay, 
ce they be three, and every one a diſtinct GOD ; it is 
« falſe: I may ſay, the Divine Perſons are diſſinct in 


«the Divine Nat ure ; — _— a, the Di vine 
c Nature is divided into the Divine Per one. ma 

ce > GOD the Father is one GOD, and GOD the 
« Son is one GOD, and GOD the Holy Ghoſt is one 
« GOD: But I cannot ſay, the Father is one GOD, 
« and the Son another GOD, and the Holy Ghoſt a 
« third GOD. T may ſay, the Father begat another 
« Tho is GOD; yet I cannot ſay, the Father begat a- 
© 'nother for tho? their Nature be the ſame, 
«<*Fheir Perſons are diſtin& ; and tho” their Perſons are 
cc diſtin, {till their Nature is the ſame; To hard a 
«c Thing is it to word ſo great a Myltery as we ough 


. 
« . Elſe where he has theſe remarkable Expreſ- 


— — — 


. 


Private Thoughts, Vel. II. p. 46, 


kons» 


A 
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ſions, © The Myſteries of the Goſpel, which I am 
*© leſs able to coficeive, I think my ſelf the more obliged 
to believe; elpeclally this Myſtery of Mylteries, the | 
* Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity; which I A 
/ < imTo far from being able to comprehend, or indeed A 20 
4 © to apprehend, that I cannot Tet myſelf Terioully to 
es think of it, or to ſcrew up my Thoughts a little con- 
«*cerning it, but I immediately Loſe myſelf, as in a 
* Trance or Extaſy. That G the Father ſhould 
be one perfect GOD of himſelf, and GOD the Son 
* one pertec D of himſelf, and GOD the Hol 
50 2 one perfect GOD of himſelf; and yet theſe 
ce three ſhou but one perfect GOD of himſelf; ſo 
„that one ſhould be perfectly three, and three per- - 
a alf Se,; that the — Son, and Holy Cho 
* {hould be three, and yet but one ; but one, and vet. 
© three ! O Heart amazing, Thought devouring, un- As 
<« Tonceivable Myſtery ! --- becaule no Creature can pol-; 
« Tibly.conceive how it ſhould bẽ ſo, I therefore believe 
te jt really to 55 ſo, Cc. Now, if ſt be To hard a 
Thing to have a_true Notion what the Scripture Tri- 
nity is, yea ſo hard but to Jþeak of it withourltumbling, 
even when you have the true Notion ; how certainly 


or eee eli ſoever it may be reveal'ꝗ in Scripture, 
I can't ſee how it is poſſib/e it ſhould be Rai reveal'd./ 9, 
That there are Texts of Scripture, which, when put 


together Biſhop Beveridge raought, ſpake as he did, Meg 
is very plain; but tho' the rds of Scripture, and the, // ; 


Hords of the Biſhop (which we will ſuppoſe to be al , 
one, ) are both. very plain to be read; yet it does not , HC, e 4 
follow, that either of em are plain to be underſtood : 
yea that wo Mn 3 ſa 1 — ol 2 — LOT ALL 
as apprehen the Senle of thoſe Texts he ha n ſum- 7. 


FF 


ming up the Senſe of; i.e. tho he knew what Words M 

| he writ, yet he was ſo far from comprehendiag, that he 77 
did not Je or underſtañd ET he himſelf ſaid: 

* fo that if this be a true Summary of what Scripture favs, * 


yet it may be no plainer to Thouſands Tn the World, a 
(thoꝰ they underſtand Eng/i/h ever ſo perfectly, ) than 


— 


? Privar® Thoughts, J, I. p. 33, * | 
D 2 if 
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if that devout Prelate had writ, Mene Tekel, or 


Bop ſays, 1t 1s that which he has ſummed 
| a very great Queltion ; and many of the Trinitarians 
themſelves cannot lee it; but if it be, we Are never the 
| nearer; for then the Queſtion returns, what is that R 

Truth which is ſaid to be contain'd in that Summary ? 

7 there are no plainer Words to expreſs it in, and yet 
25 N no Man can ſo much as apprehend it by thoſe Words ; 
f . 7 ef I don't = * al conſes — — — is ſome- 
ö thing plainly, but very obſcurely reveaFd about the 
Et Si ind Holy 7 ” | 
| . ' Now, to make a Matter of ſuch abſtruſe Specula- 
RC 74. tion a Fundamental, upon which ee Salvation or 
6. | | amnation is built, what is it but to read, as it were, a N 
4 Weck-Verſe at Baptiſm, and to zerrify poor Unbelievers 
who hear of it, and, tho? they might be diſpoſed to 
believe in the Son of GOD, ( notwithſtanding the 
- Scandal of the Croſs, ) make em run away attrighted 
be” at a Doctrine, which mult needs appear ſhocking e- 


nough to em, if it were only plac'd among the Averbiſſa, 

or high Attainments, which exerciſe the heroic Faith 

of ſtronger Chriſtians? How much more, when they 

24 Ae told, H/hoſoever does not believe it, ſhall without 

* doubt periſh everlaſtingly ? This mult be a Stumbling- 

Block to any Candidate in the World. 

; War is this but making the narrow Way narrower 

than it is; And almoſt, an inevitable Road to Death? 4 

And the ſtrait Gate a meer Rack of the Underſtanding . 

to many, at leaſt, who have not their Spiritual Senſes . 
ſo well exercis'd as to diſcern ſo deep a Myſtery? What 
is this but repreſenting the Path of Life, ke bh Edge 
| of an amazing P/ecipice, on each Side a dreadful Steep, 
and a Sea of Fire; when the ſtrongeſt Head can ſcarce 
forbear growing giddy, and yet one falſe Step is into 
everlaſting Perdition ? Seriouſly, upon the Whole, is it 
Not Itrapge, any ſober Chriſtian ſhould pawn his Soul 

upon * 


| — — — _— Wm —_— 


* — 7 
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upon it, he is in the right, in ſuch a difficult Point as 
EF this is; as he in Effect ventures to do, who ſays, it is 2 7 
a Fundamental? Is it not ſtartling, to hear a Man lay, { 
If it be not true, Jeſus Chriſt muſt be the greateſt [ 
ſtoy that ever was ? Or that Hel abandon his Intereſt in 2. 
Him as a Saviour, if it be not 45 How well is it for 
ſuch, that all manney of Sin and Blaſphemy may be for- 
„ & given, except that againſt the Hol r Grosr ! The 
LORD reſtrain ſuch Libertine Tongues, and help Us 
all to ſpeak with more Sobriety. 
: _ — 0 to _— If it be 2. 
a Fundamental, a ita e on your Side is as fatal as on 
theirs. — you lay of os Unitarians, they have | 7 
as much Reaſon to retort upon you. If you are jea-_ 42.46, 
lous for the Honour of the Sox ; you mult allow them_, AS. "A 
to be as jealous for the Honour of the FaTHeR, wo. 
was never yet thought to be /xferiaur to his Sou, tho? he 
be deny'd to be any more than his Equal. Whatever 
Zeal, and Care, and Dread, and Regard is due to the' b 
N Honour of the Second Perſon, u0 leſs, to be ſure, muſt | 
appear due to the Firſt ; eſpecially when you conſider, ” h 


that that Text wherein the Sox's Honour is molt care- 


fully and plentifuly provided for, is enforc'd with this 
HAT 


Reaſon 3 — — — — 700 the Son, _— 
NOURETH Nor THE FATHER, — 15 The / . . 
Miſtake, therefore, is at leaſt equally Fatal. is one 5-7 
Thought, I am ſure, would Tor ever Keep me from 


being confident, be hy D 
Do you indeed believe, your Salvatioy or Damnation 
. 3 7 


D— — — 


depends upon the Truth of your me 7 For your 4 
recious Soul's Sake, then, leave oft Cenſuring and 

Fodging of others before the Time; and work out your 
k dun Sakuation with Fear and Trembling. Inſolence is 

„ bad c̃nough in all; but in you it muſt be intolerable. Is 


Eternal Salvation or Damnation a necellary Conſe- - 
uence of Truth or Error in this Matter? Then it be- 7 
o 


— you, of all Perſons on GOD's Earth, to take no- / 
thing upon Truſt, to read and ſtudy on both Sides * 


impartially, ind pray earnelily that you be not deceiv'd, 
And here 


ere let me tell you, you ought to take ſpecial 
Heed, that Education, that lune Biaſs of the V 
Mind, does not millead you. This was one of the, 
9 * Private 
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® Private Thoughts of that very good Biſhop, I but now 
quoted. © In my looking out ( ſays he) for the trueſt 
„Religion, being conſcious to myſelf how great an 
« Aſcendant Chriſtianity hath over me beyond the reſt, 
« as being that whereunto I was born and baptiz'd, 
that which Supreme Authority has enjoin'd, and my 
« Parents educated me in, that which every one I meet 
« withal highly approves of, and which I myſelf have 
« by long-continued Profeſſion made almoſt Natural to 
me, I am reſolved to be more Jealous and Suſpicious 
4 of This Religion than of the reit, and be Sur not to 
<« enfertain it any longer without being convinc'd by 
x « Solid and Saw rguments of the Truth and 
* 228 It ---- I Thall therefore for a Time Took 
% © Tpon mylelf as one xo at all intereſted in any parti: 

« cular Religion whatſoever; much leſ in the Ebri⸗ 

« Ian Religion; but only as one who deſires in gene; 

Ii 10 ſerve and cbey him that made me, in a Tight 
«Manner, Oc. He that reads it, mult needs ap- 


ly it. 
3 certainly, in Matters of Eternal Life or Death 
if there is any manner of Difficulty in them; Caution 

Humility, Jealouſy, and Impartiality becomes us. l 
-profeſs, I am amazed to hear Perſons talk ſo extremely 


. confident in this Matter, as if they were inſpired, wh 

— am ure, if they are in the Tight SED 8 

2 Chance, and yet bolt it our wifi an Air of Triumph,” 
7 . A Erol here is worſe than Immorality. T mult needs 
[A A. fay, were I ſure that the rine of the Trinity was a 
1/01 Fundamental Article; and tho' I was warn'd from Hea- 
//- "en, that the Unitarian Scheme was falſe, and was ſb 
ö far help'd on in my Way to Truth; yet I verily think 
I ſhou'd not be able to lift up my Head till the Day of 
Judgment, whatever I did then: Horror would ſeize 
me - it would not be in the Power of all the Promiſes 

to ſupport my Spirits For tho” I haye as much Rea- 
fon to be confident as another; yet the Thought that 
the whole Weight and Streſs of a never-dying Sb 
(good LORD!) reſted upon ſuch a Critical Point, 


Ie — 


— 1 


5 2. I. f. 11, m2. 
would 
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would check my Elevations, whenever I would rejoice 
in the Hope of the Glory of $0D. 

*T1s, methinks, as if the Government, to ballance 
the Encouragement for finding out the Longitude, had 
made it Death, if upon Examination = Tryal the 
Scheme fail'd.” I fancy in that Caſe, if a hundred 


Men were going up to the Houſe with their ſeveral 


Draughts; they would not appear like rigid Cenſors, or 
triumphant Bravadoes, but with a Modeſty a Defe- 


Modelty and 


rence to each other, { knowing they were all liable to 
miſtake, ) ſuitable to their ſolemn Circumſtances, who 
were to be judged for Life or Death, on their different 
Schemes, a few Hours after, | 
Lr it be farther obſerv'd, if the True Scripture Do- 
frine_of the Trinity be a Fundamental ; not only the © 


if they are wrong ; but the Trexi- 


zarians themſelves are in danger: For if their ſeveral 


mtxarianys are 


emes fall to the Ground; the Trinitariam cannot 
preſently triumph, as if the Matter̃ was Happily deci- 


and he was ſecure; for perhaps, neither the qe. 


nor the other have hit it. If there be but one true, and 


Py þ 
* 


7 
4 # 


that one be a Fundamental ---- then look to yourlelves : 25. 


ye Diſciples of Wallis, South, and Sherlgch, &c. 


You that are for Eternal Generation, and you that ar, 
nut; you that arẽ for any Kind.of Subvrdination, whe- © 


ther Patero-pege-theotitarians, or Patero-pege-triadiſts, 
{ Words too unweildy ever te de Miſchief, ] i. e. 
whether you own the Fe: to be the Fountarn of the 
Deity,or the Fountain of the Trinity; or neither; how 


flight ſoever thele Differences may be judg'd among 
yourſelves, they are as fatal, and damning as the Error 


of the Unitarians themlelves; as far as I can ſee; I the 


550 re Scripture Doctrine be a Fundamental. Neither 
will the Name, I rinitarian,mend the Matter; for if each 
of theſe Schemes are Tubverlive of the other, and if 


but Ons, whichſoever that is, can be the true Scrip- 


zure ove, and conſequently the Fundamental ; that 


ally, and not Nminally only, miſt be IId to ſe- 
cure Salvation 7 and therefore whatever 9 — 
'THAT, as certainly Seals Damnation, as any Thing that 
is judg'd the wideſt from vt. But, alas! are you not 
like Archers who make the gilded Circle the only Prize, 
| whe 
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who hiſs at the Rover who miſt the Butt, and leap with 
Aſſurance, if you ſtrike but the Vite; not conſider- 
ing, you all fare alike, but the happy Man whoſe Ar- 
row {truck the Center! In ſuch a Caſe, a Miſs is as bad 
as a Mile. What ſignities it to ſay, you are a Trinita- 
rian? Hobbs and Spinoſa agreed, there was one Only In- 
"dependent, Self-exiſtent, Eternal All in Al, which they 
call d GOD ; and yet their Scheme is no better, nor 
worſe than flat Atheiſm, ul 


A. Ns Law can bind, that Is not — 9 no-more 


'Tyrannical Being, 
You, perhaps, believe the Change of the ſeventh 


Day Sabbath to that of the 1615 on which our LORD 
: aroſe. I, perhaps, have alſo examin'd the Arguments 
on both ſides, and yet think the Seventh Day is not 
abrogated. In ſuch a Caſe, you are | as yet] bound to 
keep the Firſt Day, and I am [as yet] bound to keep 
the Seventh, Dy the Regard we bear to 0 lame Au- 
thority,, We both own the Authority of the Law, and 
the Lawgiver; and ſhow that we gurt not diſpenſe with 
it for Far or Love of Men, in that we are reſolv'd to 
keep each his own Way till we have berter Information, 
left we ſhould oftend GOD, whom we mult obey rather 
than Man. The Authority of [ ſay, is own'd. 
We difter, and that unavo:dadly, in the Interpretation of 
it; which ſhows, indeed, our Infirmity : 5 Keep in- 


flexibly 


r 


—— ; but he that Nliedbeth not, ſhall Fe Damned. If / 
Je believe not that T am As, ye Hal die in your Sins. 4 34. 


[33 ] 


flexibly to the beſt Light we can get; and that ſhows | 
our Concientig LI. And, pray, why can't we. gel . 


2% each other, and fo manifelt alſo our G 

I mort, what is pain to one, is not to — * 24 F 

nor indeed can be, tiſſ We al come into the World cf 4 uy 
- 


Intellectual Light: What is reveal'd to (ze, therefore, gy For” 
is not reyeal'd to AE. G orelaw 1t mult neec 
be io in this State of Imperfection ; and therefore did 
— —— Eternal Life or Death to every Rep 
which is realy im in his Law, and may be glęar 
and eaſ to ſome, — not to others ; and for that very 
Realon, becauſe he knew it would xc: be Jo to others, 
and chat there would be different Capacities, Ways 
of Thinking, Educations and Advantages, like ſo 
many ſeveral Claſſes, or Forms in his Divinity School, 


the Church. * _ 
IF therefore — rine of the Trinity be reveal“ 


in >criprore Unlels it be reveal'd affo, that whoſoever 

does not _E&xplicitly believe it, ſhall Perijh, (which is / 7 

quite a different THEE; tanks be ro God | ) you oughr 7 / 

not to lay ſo; becaule. you ought to be g A of the {+ 

Penalty as the Precept, before you aſſert it; eſpecially in 7 * 

ſuch an au Caſe as this is. 74 
WHar is it, then, that Scripeure ſays, unleſs we Pe: * 2 

LI 5 8 


lie ve, we ſhall certainly or it is in vain to ask 
"of zealous and angry Men, And he ſaid unto them, g 
ye mo all the World, and preach the Gosver to ever 
Creature, he that believeth, and is baptix d, Hall be 


What is meant by this Expreſſion, I am He, will be belt 
known by other laces, only we may conclude, it was 
very well underſtood by the Jews, and that it was 
ſome eminent aud well kaown Character, becauſe it ig 
left ſo indefinitely, as if every Body muſt know who _, 
He was. The Woman ſaith unto him, I knw that 
Mkss As cometh, who is call/'d CHRIST — Feſns faith 
unto he, I who ſpeak unto thee am HE. 17 The H gh 
Prieft ſaid uit» him, I adjure Thee by the Living GOD, 
that Thou tell me, whether Thou be the Cnx1sT the SON 


— - 


* Mark xvi 15. 16. + Jela viii. 5 iv, #7 25 
++ Matt. XXVI. 63, 64+ J 5 
E of 
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of GOD ; * Jeſus ſaith unto him, thou haft ſaid ¶ right, 
I AM.] + I jaw, and bare Record, 1955 this b * 
Son of GOD? ** The Beginning of the Goſpel of Je- 
ſus CaurrsT, the Son of GOD? tt Therefore let all 
the Houſe of Iſrael know aſſuredly, that GOD hath made 


* 


that ſame Jeſus whom' ye have crucify'd, both LORD 


and CHRIST. 
_ / 75 By the Word He, then is meant the Meſſtah, or 
/ 1 Chriſt, the Son of God, who was ſent to be the Lord and 


Sari ur of the World ; and except the Jews believ'd 
him to be Þ they were told, they ſhould die in their 
Sins. And I it be thought any Confirmation of it, 
after this, the Aſſembly of Divines interpret it ſo ; That 
I am He, i.e. (lay they) that I am the Meſſias, and 
ſole Saviour of the rd. 
Well then, would it not be natural to conclude, 
if they did believe him to be the Meſzas, and ſole 
Lord and Saviour of the World, they ſhould live 2 
and therefore, that our Salvation is ſecur'd to us 
upon our fificere Belief of this, and a ſincere Obedi- 
ence ſuitable to it; But GOD is ſo abundantly mer- 
ciful, ( foreſeeing the Unmercifulneſs of Men,) as 
to give the Heirs of Glory more abundant Confirma- 
tion, in expreſs, poſitive, and repeated Words. This 
is the Word of Faith which we preach, that if thou ſhalt 
55 conſeſs with thy Mouth the LORD Jeſus, and ſbalt He 
1.0 5 lieve in thy Heart, | which will be ſeen by Obedi 
Bee . that hath raiſed him From the Des ; | and ſo 
prov'd, he was the true Meſſias, as he pretended ; ] 


thou ſhalt be ſaved. ttt — ſhall confeſs that Je- 
ſus is the Son of GOD, GOD dwelleth in him, and he 


"#1 28. in GOD: |I confeſs the Style of the Athanaſian Creed 
1 to ſome may ſeem too different from this.] * M ho- 
erer believeth that Jeſus is the CHRIST is born of 


GOD. Mo is he that overcometh the World, but he 
that believeth that Jeſus is the Sox of GOD? He that 
believeth on the Sox of GOD, hath the Mitneſs in him- 
felf. ¶ Hereby know ye the Spirit of GOD : Every .Spi- 
it that confeſſeth that 775 CHRIYT is Come in the 
Fleſh, is of GOD. Ill Theſe Things are written, that 


— 


A ſarł xiv. 62. 1 Jui i. 34 Ark i 1. 4+ Advii. 36. 
. Rem. x.8,9, tt 1 el iv. 15, „% Ce. v. 1, 5. 70. 
i! 1 Jeln iv. 2. 5 Jehn xx. 31. 

Je 
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ye might believe that Jeſus is the CHRIST the Sox of 
GOD, and that believing ye might have Life throug 
his Name. 

This, and no other than this, was the Confeſſion/ 
of Nathanael; Rabbi, thou art the Sox of GOD, 
thou art the KING of Iſrael. tf Of Martha. Jeſus 

id unto her, I am the Reſurrettion, and the Life ; be 
that believeth in me, tho he were dead, jet ſhall he live 


-=- believeſt thou this? She ſaid unto him, yes Sir; I be- 


lieve that thou art the CHRIST the Sox of GOD, and 
Hs that was to come into the World. 'T'HIS, and no 
other than this, was Peter's Confeſſion in the Name of 
all the Diſciples. *** He ſaith unto them, but whom 
ſay ye that I am ? And Meter anſwer'd, and ſaid ; thou 
art the CHRIST the Sox of the Living GOD. Bleſſed 
art thou Simon Bar Jonah, Cc. THIS, and no other 
than this, is the Faith into which the Eunuch was bap- 
tiz'd. f I believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Sox of 
GOD, and he baptiz'd him. 

Ueon the Whole, be pleas'd to conſider, whether 
there is not Reaſon to believe, a Man may be a good 


Chriſtian, who cannot ſee in this Point as you do. If 


8 are more grown and ſtrong Chriſtians, and are en- 
ighten'd to boi the ſublimeſt Myſteries of the Gol- 
} 


7 


7 
5 #. 


pel ; do not deſpiſe, nor LA your Brother. AY / 
have not the Knowledge een Take heed, Xu9w- 41 p 


ledge do not puſt you up. It is Charity edifieth. Re- 
member, there is a way of expreſſing your Love to 
your Saviour, without beating your Fellow- Servants, or 
otherwiſe bearing hard upon them. © A good Man (as 
« Archbiſhop Tillotſon ſays,) would not be a little out 
ce of Countenance to find himſelf in this ſreeking hot 
« 'Temper, tranſlated into the calm and peaceable Re- 
« gions of the Bleſſed, where nothing but perfect Cha- 
rity, and good Will reign for ever. Give me 
Leave to conciude this with a Quotation from Mr. Bax- 
ter, that celebrated Man among the Diſſenters. 

* « Taz Lord ſeſus ( ſays that Reverend Divine) 
« in Wiſdom and Tender Mercy, eſtabliſh'd a Law of 


% Jes i. 40. + Tobnxi. 25, 26,27. „% Mtb. xvi.ts, 16. 17. 
+ As viii. 37, 8%. * Vid, Direftions for gettieg and keeping Spirnual Pee 
ani met, p. , 351, Cre, And Fol, Vol, II of Ar, Baxrecs Works, 


6. $98, 597. Ve 
E 2 Grace, 


[ 36 ] 

& Grace, and Rule of Life, pure and beet, but {nf le 
« and plain, laying the Condition F Man's Salvation 
” er. in the Zone of the believing Heart, than in 
ce the Strength of Hat, or Subtilty of a kuowing Head. 
« He — the Truths hich lary to 
«© Salvation, in a narrow Room; ſo that the Chriſtian 
« taith was a Matter of great Plainneſs and Jbl city, 
« As long as Chriſtians were ſuch, and held to <a 
2 Goſpel rode in Mee thro' the World, and 

an Ommpotency of the Spirit accompanied it, bearin 
ou y all before it. ---- 8 : * 
ae Ty HE Serpent envying this Happineſs of the 
* Church, hath no Way to undo us, but by drawing 
* us _ our Chriſtian Simplicin. By the Occafion of 
and Errors, the Serpent ſteps in, 


„ Hereticks, Quarrels, 
Ps and will needs be a Spirit of Zeal in the burch ; 


and he will ſo over-do againſt Hereticks, that be per- 


& this Clauſe Ain one, and that igainſt ancther ; 
c“ 7nd all was - t for the be ſecving, 750 reſerving the 
© Chriltian Faith: And ſo he brings it to be a Matter 


cc D much J7/ to be a 2 (as Eraſmus com- 


2 plains, ) that ordinary Heads were not able to reach 
l it. He had got them, With I religious, zealous Cru- 


e elty to their own and others Souls, to Tay all their 

«"Ta/vation, and the Peace of the Church upon ſome 

&« Unjear chable Mſteries_about the Trinity ; which 

l; * GOD either Never reveal'd, or never Clear! re- 
o , 8 es . 

S. cc veal'd, or never laid ſ% great a Ste[s upon ; yet He 


e Tthe Devil] perluades them that there was Jcripture- 
t Pr enoi.yh for theſe; only the Scripture — it 


ce Put 1n the afeelle or in eee And they 
ce muſt but Father into their Creed the Conſequences, 
« and put it into hoy Exprẽſſions, which Hereticks 


/, 1 might not ſo edi Ow pervert, or evade, Was 
7 « not this Reverend Zeal? And was not. the Devil 


& ſeemingly now an of the moſt judicious 

And — Sort © But what got he at this one 

1-0 Game ? (1.) He nece'litated implicte Faith even in 

 Tundamentals, when he had" For Ton beyo 2 
EY 


A 
2 ia, Reach among Fundament 8. ne- 
C Fellitated Tome nda- 


2 living Lade to determine I 
« Tals quoad nos, tho? not = fe, (the Scul of Lopiſh 
8 * Wicked: 
— — 


— 


— 


— 
171 * 
0 —— that is, what it is in Senſe, that the 
« Teople mult take for Fundamentals. 35 He ot I. 
« Fr ſtanding Ver dict agaruſt the Perjection and Suffict- | 
« excy of Scripture, (and conſequently againſt Chrilt, 
is Spirit, his Apoſtles, and the Chriſtian Faith, | 
that It will not afford us ſo much as a Creed, or 
ce Syſtem of Fundamentals, or Points ab/o/ately neceſ- 
&« /ary to Salvation and Brotherly Communion, in fit 
or tolerable Phraſes ; but we mult mend the Lan- 
e guage at leaſt. (4.) He open d a Gap for Hum 
« Additions, at which He might afterwards bring in 
4 Tnore at His Pleaſure. (5.) He framed an Engine for <5", 
« an ixfalliblè Divifion; and:;$0 tear in pieces the | 
« Church, calt out all' as Hereticks that could not 
c ſubſcribe to {is Additions, and neceſſitating Sepa- | 
< ration by all Diflenters to the Worid's End, till the 
64 Des Engine be overthrown. (6,) And hereby C. 
« He hays a Ground-Work upon the Divifens of ti 
n to — Men in 9 58 of q Religion. 
« 2s not knowing which is t TN l 
c lays the Ground of certain HA -B mutual 7 1: 
4 Hatreds, Contentions, Reviliugs and Enmity. Is not 
; ,. Tere 3 2 11 one ** 1 need 21 
more to the Eſtabliſhing of the Romiſh and Helli 
© Darkneſs? Did not this one Act Tound the Kt 0 of | 
"Rome 7 Did not the Devil get more in his Gown C. 1 
n a Day, than he could get by his Sword in 300 N 
& Years? And yet the Holy Ghoſt Sve them full 
* Warning of this before- hand.. The Law of the ; 
«Lord is perſect f. | ; 
« THis Plot the Se hath found ſo ſucceſs- | 


—— — 


„ 
— 


6“ ful, that he hath followed it on to this Day. He. 
“ hath made it the great Engine to get Rome, on his ; | 
« fide, and to make them the great dividers of Chriſt's | 
„Church. He made the Pope and the Council of | 
« Trent believe, that when ih had own d the an- 

* cient Creed of the Church, they muſt put in as ma- N 

*« ny, Fr more, additional Articles of their own, and“ | 
« anathematize all Gainfayers; and theſe Additions 

„ "mult be the peculiar Mark of their Church as Ro | 
„ miſh; and then all that are not of that Church, 


4 — | 


® 2 Cor, xi. 2, 3. Rom: xiv, 1. Pſal. xix. 7. Þ Iſa. viii. 20. | 
SS” 5 p 
9. e. 


+ 
| 
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< Tudges. © Tea amon 
© Jucceſsfully this Plot. 
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" ws 7. e. that own not thoſe ſuperadded Points, are not 
* { t/ 
- 


of the true Church o 


vil uſed 
hat Confeſſion of the 2 


urch hath not fomething more than is in Scripture | 
e molt Modelt mend the Phraſe, and ſpeak 
plziner, and have ſomewhat of their own in it, 


EZ excepting our own moſt reform d Confeſſion. 


MY 


7. 
/ 
2. 


77 


5 


Yea, and where Modeſty reſtrains Men from 
putting all ſuch Inventions and Explications in their 
* Creed, the Devi] perſwades Men, that they being 
* the Judgments of Godly Reverend Divines, (no 
doubt to be reverenced, valued and heard) it is 
* almoſt as much as if it were in the Creed; and there- 
fore, whoever diſſents muſt be noted with a Black 
* Coal, and you mull Ailgrace him, and avoid Com- 


* 7mmoy With him a5 a Heretigk. Had it not been 


. « for this one Plot, the Chriſtian Faith had been kept 


« pare; Religiop had been ohe; the Church had been 
* _ and the Hearts o riſtians had been more 
c oe, than they are. 115 not the Devil turn'd 
* Orthodox, he had not made ſo many Tue Chriftians 
&« Hereticks, as Epiphanins and Auſtin have enroll'd 
<< 1n the Black Liſt, Had not the Enemy_ of Truth 
* and Peace got into the Chair, and made fo pathe- 

tick an Oration, as to inflame the Minds of the 
« Lovers of Truth to be over zealous for it, and to 
do ſo much, we might have had Truth and Peace 
* to this Day. Vea ſtill, if he ſee any Man of Experi- 
© ence and Moderation ſtand up to_reduce Men to the 
Ancient Simplicity ; he n ſeems the moſt 


«*Zealors for Chriſt, and tells the Unexperienc'd Lea- 
„e of the Flocks, that it is in favour of ſome 
* Hereſy that ſuch a Man ſpeaks; He is potting 2 


« Tarnal Syncretiſm, and attempting the Reconcile- 


ment of Chriſt — Belial; He is tainted with Popery 
. Sonia Arminianiſm or Calviniſm, or whate- 
&« ver may make him odious with thole he ſpeaks to. 
* Oh, what the Devil has got by over-doing« © 


1 SHALL now beg leave, in the Simplicity of my Heart, 


to addreſs myſelf to the Unitarrans. I call you fo, 
as you are call'd, for Diſtinction Take” But yet I _ 
58 vw 


| 
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both you, and the Trinitarians ||l, my Br Vit, 7 


Chriſtian Brethren, upon the Account of f our Agree- 
ment in worſhipping the One Gad, through fe Oe / , 
"Mediatour Jeſus Chriſt, His only Sen our Lord, in 
"Hopes of Acceptance and — Life by, and through, 
him promis'd to the — 

Tu Character you induſtriouſly aim at, and 


upon all Occaſions recommend, is, That of Re 7 2 
le C 2 impartial Examiners, unbigottè Pro- 7 4 , 
reſtants, 42700 — charitable Chriſtiaus; wil ing 
to hear ſoberly to conſider any thing that hat 

be offer d to you in the Spirit of Meekneſs, Simpli-' 

city, and Good Will ; let it come from what Quarter 

7 will, &c. Such of you as do indeed bear this g/orious- © 
Character, I am ſure, will not call any thing Cane, 

becauſe it is ſcber and ſerious; nor will your Prin- 

ciples allow you to regard it the leſs, becauſe it is 

lain, and what you could not but know befare ; 1/ 
fies 'one thing, which you have upon Occaſio 


mn | 
remark'd as the Failing of your Adver CLE, and SY 


which you may be pleas'd to oblerve as the too — 
common Failing of us all, is Want of Confideration.— 


Tuff foregoing Hints of Advice are luch as I | 
hope, you will not think yourſelves altogether | 
unconcerned in. Paſſion, Miſrepreſentation, Implicite *\ 


Faith, n unguvern'd Zeal, hard Speeches, 1/4 

Impertinences, Pride, Partiality, Vehemence, Ke. are 2 

not, however Men are naturally apt to flatter them- | e 

ſelves, confin'd all to one Side; and therefore, I / 

hope, it will not be thought an unjuſt Imputation, 

if I intreat you, you have er over the _ | L 
oing Pages once for your Adverlaries, to be fo 2 
ind as to read 'em over on moraor yourſelves, 6 IPL 

and lay your Hands upon your Breaſts, and try 

if you can ſay with a good Conſcience, they do 

not touch you, let thuſe look to it whom it concerng. 

I ſhall be glad, if you can; but give me leave to * 

fay, We. are all apt to be tco partial to ourſelves.“ 

But if you do not partake of an equal Share o 

that Imperfection, with your fellow Mortals; then 


ft Page 7. +Pzg,.s, 6. and vid. a late Pamphlet ent it e. An Eſſry to 
prove that Chrittians are agreed in the Surreme Objet of Worſhip, and 
way j0.n together in Worſtiping the One God according to the Scriprures, 
, : do 


ͤ— ut... AM. 
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to be ſure, you will not be angry, after you have 


read the following Cantions. 


* 
. 


I. Take heed of inferring the Truth ur Cauſe. 
from the Oppoſition it meets with, or the Shea 
meet with Jr it. 5 eee 
PERHAPS, this may appear ridiculous Advice; 
for no Man can be ſuppoſed to -expole himfelf in a 
Way that is every where ſpoken againſt, unleſs. he 
was antecedently convinced of the Truth of it. 
That Man's Head muſt be oddly cu indeed, 
that is likely to be proſelyted to any Opinion, by 
the mere Charms of Tnfamy and Reproach, And 
for all that, 1 believe, it will appear upon 


yet 
e the more inward Folds of the Heart, 


that {afamy and Reproach themſelves, tho* not mere 
Infamy and Repr ave ere now been alluring 
"and attrattrve in a religious Cauſe, And theſe toge- 
ther "with other and better, or perhaps no bettey 
Moti ves, ſuch as being look'd upon as Confeſſours, 
and aſſuming the Air of Martyrs an an 
Heroes, &c. may draw MenTn to Jutter with Af- 
Tectation and ity. Tho', I confels, it would 
be the ſharpelt Tryal of cruel Mocking, that could 
be put upon a Man, to charge him with it, when 
Conſcience, Sincerity, Love to Truth, and Fear of 
God, are much more likely, and more powerful 
Moti ves; yea it would be barbarous to inlinuate 
it by Way of Accuſation, without ſome ſpecial 
Reaſons to warrant it, from the manifeſt Views 
Language, or Behaviour of the Sufferer; yea, L 
would not offer the Hint, tho' but by Way o 
Caution, to any 22 —.— without great Caution 
in doing it, leſt it ſhould be adding Vinegar to 
his Gall. It is enough to put Men in Mind, how 
treacherous our Hearts are, and how apt By-Ends 
ind Talle Motives are to in{inuate themſelves into 
the nobleſt Breaſts, and be, at leaſt, as an Alloy in 
the greateſt Acts of Mortification, and Self-denial. 
Now, I hope, I may proceed and fay, It is not 
to be wonder'd at, if many diſintereſted Perſons, 
of the more generous Make, Fe Tnclined to have 


fayourable Thoughts of the N Party, and 
do — to hearken to what” they Tan ſay, (and 


Sufferings 
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du ferings will make any Man Eloquent,) with that 
kind of laudable Partiality with which Pity aud 
Humanity make us apt to hear religious 52 
Sen el Cauſe. And it is not — Malice or 
Ill Nature; but from a reſolved Principle of Tinpar- 
ality, and ſpeaking as Things appear to IT 
add, Where Tendernels and Generofity work 
ſtrong in a raw and unexperienced ST" it is 
apt to make the ſame” Tmpreſſton in Matters of 
Religion, as Mendicants and Lazers give one, who 
"was never in Town before. And if once ſuch a_ 


Party gains Pity, you know, with what Advantage, 
they may urge their Arguments to thoſe, _whole, 


Tempers are ſo difloly'd, and ſuſceptible. 3 
ICN eaſiſy conceive how, Perſons may, raiſes // 


to themſelves a Flattery from the Revilizes as well 
as from the Praiſes, of others. en the Man 
thinks, his Cauſe is the Cauſe of God, he mult 3 
think Revilings an Honour, in which he is bid to 
rejoyce, and be exceeding glad; fo that, Here is 
need of the ſame Canticn, and watch over the Soul, 
as in Caſes of wor/dly Proſperity, viz. That the Heart 
be not lifted up with Pride, and the Man don't 
row inſolent in his Honour. How common is it to 
1 Men of all Perſwaſions, under Sufterings tint” 
red with Enthufiaſyy ? which makes their — 
and Adlurance grow, in proportion to the hard Meechec, 
or Mockings, or ill Treatment they meet with. Not 
becauſe they have more Reaſons, and Evidence than 
they had at t, but becauſe They have T more 
for it, and by that means are inſen{tbly Ted away from 
the imrinſch Mecizs of the Cauſe;to che Expences they 
have been at to maintain it; as a weak*Ind deformed 
Child, may be particularly endear d to the fond Mother, 
from the very Pains and Troubles ſhe has had with 
it: Whereas, in Truth, a Cauſe is not the better 
or the worſe for being opprefled, or eſtabliſhed; 
and ought 'not to be judged of by the Honours, 
or Sufferings of thoſe, who eſpouſe it; but by the 
Reatons and Evidences which appear to ſupport 
Tt, abſtract from hole fallacious Lights or Shades 
that are thrown upon it, and apt to dilcolour and 


miſrepreſent it to the Eyes, and Imaginations of 
— — ey 
— the 
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the — who are more inclined to judge by Paſſion 
ea 5 


than an. 
2. ALLOW others Liberty to judge for themſelves, 
as well as you. I know you'll ſay, this is what 


you _w after, that every one ſhould be unmo- 
elte 


in the Exerciſe of his Lee Liberty, and 
that you. defire no * | = 0, - is very well ; 
and if lo, can you jultly blame the Trinitarians 
for taking as much Pains to eſtabliſh af which 
they judge to be true, in the Minds of others, as 
you do to inculcate that which you think ſo? If 


they think Creeds, larger and leſſer Catechiſm, long 
et 1t 


"Syſtems, or ſhort Summaries Lait the 
RE Creed, or The dana, Cas they call it,) 
Dr a ew modery 7 if they pleaſe); if they think, 

I fay, this the be Way 


| to preſerve, and propa- 
gate the Chriſtian Faith; you ought not to be piqued 


V at it, provided only 25] do not poſe it, Or lay, 
* or do"any Thing to the Prejudice of the lhtereſt 


and Uſefulneſs of thoſe who are of another 


to warn their 


read their Books 


not hnd themſelves ruck, convinc'd, and enlightned 
by and by, upon reading, or hearing your ſtrongeſt 
* pros No Man loves to have even Truth it- 
If cramm'd down his Throat, and, for my Tart, 1 
9 that looks like it, wherever I meet 
with it. 

Do not flatter yourſelves with imaninary Succeſs 
in e is bs Cauſe o Gol re” _ 
ia. Remember the Fate of the poor French Prote- 
ſtants. Take heed of Enthyfaſm. Let every Man 
mind his own Trade ind Buſinels, and not neglect 
bis Office, or his Counter, to ſet up for a — : 
and a!molt gape for Mzracles to teſtify his MiMon, or 
his Doctrine, or to Fun the Inſolence and Wicked- 
neſs, the Hypocriſy and Inſincerity of his Adverlaries. 


Or 
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For ſuch, and all other, Vices there is a Day appointed 
to — = over: But, alas GO D is not ſo r* 
intereſted in ace e, as Men imagine. 'The 

moſt ſubſtantial and valuable Truths may lie on both * a 
Sides; and as long as they are prelery'd, God is not 
bound to interpoſe to adjult. ſubordinate Deduttions 

and — but Men to moderate and agree ab 

em, if they cannot i them: So that 77222 as va- 

luable as it is, and how confident ſoever you may be 

of its Succeſs) may riſe and fall, fink and ſwim, be 
bleſſed and curſed, in Faſhion and out of Faſhion, 
Chriſtened and Excommunicated, a thouſand times more 

et, as far as you know, before the Millennium will re- 

ieve you, if you expect any thing that Way. 


4. As you plead for Charity ſo much, let mg tell you 
it will be expected, that you 7 all Men be. the brighteſt 


which you are ſenſible you want, that you cry it up 
ſo eagerly. 

BE as ready to give all the Allowances for th 
Conduct of others towards you, as you plead for from 
others. You know very well, (as Who does not?) 
how to recommend ſuch a Temper of Mind in very 
charming Airs, as the Beauty of Holineſs, and 
Life of Religion, and End of the Goſpel, &c. when 
you are making your Apologies : Keep up the ſame Idea 
of it when you converſe with a Trinitarian. Permit 
me here to point out ſome Characters of that Gods 
like Vertue, which your preſent Circumſtances, per- 
haps, now particularly call upon you to imitate. 

f (1.) One Character of Charity is, that Ir ſuffers long. 
You'll ſee by this, if you aggravate the unkind Treat- 
ment of your Brethren, (Men ſubject to like Paſſions 
with others ;) if you preſently throw upon em the 
odious Names of Perſecytors and Papiſts; if you re- 
preſent 'em as bloody. butcherly and cruel, upon eve 
Overflow of Zeal; if you rank "em with Cut-Throats 
and Ruffians, who want only a Law to e you, 
upo —— Expreſſion, or indiſcreet Action; 
If you thus aggravate real Sufferings, and call your- 
ſelves Martyrs and Confeſlors, Ind by conſequence 
ö n 


0 


Ar ; 8 
Stratagem to conciliate the Charity of others, 4h 
7 * 


5 
xamples of it : Elſe you will but tempt your Adver- Arr., | 
ries to ſay, It is but Artifice and Pageantry ; but a 

ubtile | 


* 


* 1 * 
> | 
* * 


. 


- 
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% your Arenen Murderers and Barbarians, upon eve- 


tifuzble Tranſport all this is contrary to this 


1 that very Charity which you are ſo 

4, & julily zealous for. If you havejult, Grounds to com- 
plain of any that upon the Account of your Princi- 

ples they make it their Buſinęſs to ſlander, backbite, 

2. and ruin you in your Name and Intereſt ; if you are 
mark'd cut as Men not fit to be coxters'd with, yea, 

Fot Tit to Tue; let ſuch as do it, bear (IT they are able 

2 to bear) their own Guilt. — But, (2.) Be pleab'd to 
remember, that another Property of Charity is, that 

li vaunteth not itſelf : is not eaſily pufſed up. At does 

not {well and ſtrut, and look upon ail thoſe as Fools, 
Ignorant, and Blind, who profels they can ſee nothing 
in your Reaſonin 5 It ob ng ſutter you to think 
een, Tor hat Rea on, Children in Knowledge and 
Undeiſlauding, as if they ſcarce knew their right 
Hand from their left, or could not tell three. If their 
Reaſon appear ii, quibbling and trifling, &c. only 
think with yotirſelves, ju/? oo mine appear to them. 

T (3.) Another Characteriſtick of Charity is, that I: ts 
not eafily provoked ; and exdureth all things. To 
indulge, therefore, a hot, paſſionate, boiling 'Temper; 

to catch at every Word that may bear an il! Senſe; 

er to take Notice of every cyg that is iztended in an 


ill Senſe ; much more rendring Reviling for Reviling ; 


1, .(if 1 may ſay it) gocd- natur d Grace. (4.) Another 
A excellent Quality of it is, It thinketh wo Evil. It 
abhors the Thought of Revenge, and Retaliation of 
Injuries, tho? ever ſo frequently repeated: Nor does it 

{o much as entertain an ul Opinion, without, or in a 


Degree beyondyNecetlity, arifing from clear Evidenc 
upenftrictand; tlal Enquiry. 5.1t*covereth allthings; 

4 VIZ. a ultitude of Faults; chules both in Thought and 
” Diſcourſe to make the beſt, rather than the worſt, 
0 ' even of a bad Matter. Finally, It hopeth and believeth 
all Things. By this Law of Love you are obliged to 
put the belt Conſiruction upon” gubiozs Words and 
Actions; not only to accept, but to ſtudy and think of 

all the reaſonable and probable Circumſtances- and 


— i. 


——ʃ—¼ 


* aims bi, which we tranſtate heartth all thin gu, 1 Cor, ili. 7+ 


5 Mo- 


is breaking in upon the calm, affable, eourtecis, and 
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Motives, with which even an_unjuſtifiable Action may 

be attended; which, one may hope, may ſoften it in 

the Eyes of a merciful GJ, who remembers we are . 

but Duſt. And be pleas'd to conſider, you are not \ 

driven to ſuch Straits, with reſpect to your e 75 2 

Are not their Motives obvious, and ſtrong ? Is it*not +29, 

the Cauſe of their Redeemer they are jealous for? Muſt | . 

not every one of your Arguments appear to them, as ſo 

many Stabs at the Heart of their Lord and their God! 

Think, what Con vulſions it muſt throw a pious Soul 

into, whole Heart pants with Deſire, whoſe Boſom 

glows with burning Love to his deareſt condeſcending, 

Saviour ; to hear this his Lord, his Life, his Love, his 

All, diſhonour'd, degraded, dethroned, (for ſo it muſt 

appear to them, whatever they think of you who 

intend no ſuch thing,) and the Occaſion of the In- 

jury taken from thoſe very Topicks, which ought to 

endear him to us for ever; viz. His very Humility » 

and ſncarnation. | 

Ler this be a little ſoberly conſider d; ſuppoſe it to 

be your own Caſe, and then judge, if the Apprehenſion 

of ſuch an Infinite Wrong done to the only Lord God, 

your Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (for ſo they take it,) might not 

put you into an Agony of and Jealouſy for your 

Redeemer's Honour ? Whether you might not be apt 

to think, it even merited a Claim to the moſt extenſive 

Rules of Charity, (if your Conduct ſhou'd need it,) 
= ork a — er 8 yoo you Love and Jealouſy 

might well enough be ſuppos'd to #ranJPort you; ant 

cauſe you to over-do. — my 

Ivo not offer this to juſtify any unchriſtian Treat- 

ment, or to perſuade you to hold your Cheek to the 

Smiter, to be like Stoicks while Bigors laſh on, and to 

be afraid, or aſhamed to [peak in your own Defence, or 

ſhow them in a Chriſtian Way, ( which will not allow 

of rendering Evil for Evil,) the Unrighteouſneſs of it; 

but only to put you in mind of giving all the Aue 

to which you ſee Charity directs you. Saul, that fla- 

ming Tory, who Without regard to Sex, or Civility, 

ball'd Men and Vomen to Priſon, making Havock of 

the Saints, and breathing Fury and Slaughter where- 
ever he came = even He obtain d Mercy, becauſe he did 


it fenorautly, _ --:-; 


5. 1 
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5. I canxoT but think it indeſenſille to charge tl e 
Trinitarians with 0 2 o wor/Mipping more Gods 
Van one. You cannot but know, they abhorr the 
/ "Thoughts of it, as much as you. And 7 Worſhip 
an Act of the Mind; they can't worſhip more or 

' * "leſs than tis their Deſign to worſhip. Now their De- 
» Ton is to worſhip the One only Living and True GOD, 
and no other than this One only Living and True 
GOD ; tho?” they think He has three diſtinct Ways of 
ſubliſting, which Subliſtences, for want of a better 

ord, they are forc'd to call Perſons. Indeed, accord- 

ing to you, and the common Ule of that Word in 
* ther Caſes, three diſtinct Perſons are three diſtinct 
_Beings ; and, therefore, ſo conſidering Father, Son, and 
Spirit, ſhou'd you pay equal Homage to them, this 

/7 would be directing your Worſhip to ſo many GODS. 
7 2 But ſo long as they believe, and teach, that there is but 


One only Living and True GOD, and that the three 
Perſons in the Godhead are the ſame in Subſtance ; 
you mult conclude, that by Perſons they mean One and 
the ſame Being, tho* under different Reſpects and Con- 
ſiderations. tf... ] {5 £275", 
Ir is diſingenuous and unfair, to charge any one with 
ole Conſequences of his Opinion which he himſelf 
diſowns. The Soul of a Trinitarian (which only can 
be guiliy of Polytheiſm,) is as free from it, as that of 
an Unitarian, 1 don't deny, but it is juſt to charge the 
Conſequences on the Principles, but don't charge em 
on the Perſons ; becauſe nothing is more common, than 
for Perſons to maintain a Principle, and not ſee, yea and 
abhor the neceſſary and certain Conſe ences of it. I 
that 


may therefore tell theſe People why think, t 
whereas *tis their profeſs'd Principle, that three diſtinci 


Perſons 2 in Power and Glory, ought to have the 
higheſt Veneration and Worſhip paid them;the true and 


necellary Conſequence of it is, that we ought thus to 


acknowledge three Supreme firſt Cauſes, or three Gods. 


But you muſt not charge thez with this Conſequence, 
which they ſee not. You can't juſtly ſay to m 10 


do, therefore, worſhip three Gods. For they are not ſo, 
either in your Judgment, or theirs; they neither own it, 
nor believe it; and therefore how can chey,be charg'd 
/ with it; unleſs J/Þip can be without Defigu, or be- 
Vyond it? Tus 
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Ti Caſe is much like this, viz. Suppoſe a ſimple 
Country-tellow had gor it into his Head, that King 
George, and his Royal Highneſs the Frince of Wales, 
were one and the ſame Man; and talk'd of them, and 
for them, as his only Lawful and Rightful King and 
Sovereign, in Oppolition to all Pretenders whatſoever ; 
he might perhaps be thought a little diſorder'd in his 
Mind; but could any one ſay, he wisa Tiaytor ? that 
he own'd more Kings than ce ? or ſubmitted to any 
Sovereign but King George ? 

6. I ADVISE you by no means to deny any of your 
Principles, this being inconſiſtent with Sincerity, and NM 
the generous Regard every Man owes Truth, # 

J. Take heed 9 laying too great a Streſs upon Notions, jv ap 
aud too little on ſolid Pres 3 h 1s va . only for J. 
Practice, I would not have any one think this Piece 

"of Advice leſs valuable, or neceſſary, than the ferego- 

ing Rules; tho' I ſay leſs upon it; for, on the contrary, 

without this I think it is imꝑęiſi U Ft 
and fro the Neglect ot this come ars and Conten-  / 4 
tions, Herefies and Schiſms, and almoſt every evil Work. . 3 8 
General Precepts we mult be careful to apply to our 
particular Conduct. Every one's Conſcience will be 0 
faithful to him, as to tell him beſt, when he tranl-_ a 

grelles, if he will be ſo ſincere as to conſult it. Vis 

Las TI Y. Take heed, while you are jealous for the 27. 
Honour of the Father, you do not grow old and indiffe-.. 
rent about the honour ” the Son, BewaTe of conſidering 


— — 


the Luther, and the , as two Rivals or Comperiears . 
Inde- 


as fwo Heads of a Party, or oppoſite or dilin 
—— 
pendent [atereſts. 


Aff Men mult honour the Sox, even as they honour 7 2 
the Father; and he that doesnt honour the Sox, does 
not honour the Father. It this be not ſo underſtood ** 
as to include in it af Reſpects, and a Jul Equatity of 

. Honour, it _ however be under(tood in a political 
Senle, vir. Even as the Jews honour'd the Father, as, - 
che ſole Monarch, King and Judge 7 the Univerſe ; To, 

now the A mult be own'd, Honour d, and ſubmitted to, of 

,. 


as file Ven, into whoſe Hands the Father hath com- 


mitted a Rule, Authority, Judgment and Power, till 
the End cf the Mediatorial Kingdom, which will not - 


that 


be till after the Day of Judgment, Cc. So that he Ag 


+ % 
9 


LS. 7 
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- * . 
— * 
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. that does not ho him and obey him as ſuch, (which 
the Father only was before,) does not D the I. 
the, but 13 a Rebel to his Imperial Dignity, in refiing © 
a The King He hath ſet upon the holy Hill of Zion. All 


this 15 Porery on mar wa Irinciples;, and therefore 


you have_as much reaſup"to be jea/uzrs of the Son's 
Honour, as of the Futher's; for done agalnſf 
his Hon, Fe will take as done againſt Homſell. | 
Bu T,then, the infinite Obligafions he hath lain us 
under | the real amazing Condeſcenſion! the unparal- 
lel'd Sufferings | the unexpreſſible Conflicts with Men, 
and Devils! the Sorrows, Labours, and Travels, the 
Sweat, the Struggles, the Terrours, and unconceivable 
Agonies of Soul, he ſuſtain'd, in his Life, in the Gar- 
den, and on the Croſs, (eſpecially in that dreadful Hour, 
wherein He cried out, My God, my God, why haſt 
- thou forſaken me?) before he could arrive at that tri- 
umphant Shout for the Victory, I is finiſhed! Beſide 
what he did and ſuffered, to fultill all Righteouſneſs, 
and to redeem us to Ggd — All this 215? make every 
A pious Soul dread the Thought of ec his Honour : 
HIS Honour, to whom we owe Ten [houſand Lives, 
| if we had 'em; and all would be but a poor Acknow- 
ledgment of his glorious, boundleſs, meritorious Grace. 
ONE who has any Chriitian Senſe of what He 


owes to the Saviour of his Soul, can never dare to 
utter that worthy Name, Our Ways Saviour, with an 
Air of Levity and Irreverence, ſomewhat like that, 
- with which 3 are apt to lay, The Bleſſed Virgin, 
9 a Word, Let us remember he is an unworth 
3 etender to the Chriſtian Name, who is Im . 
* 4'for his Redeemer's Glory; who would not ſacrifice - 
Luſts, Intereſt, Reputation and Life for his Honour; 
Jwho would not part with Father, Mother, Wife or 
Friend, Houſes, Lands, Polleſſions, and all temporal 
Hopes and Enjoyments, rather than deny or deſpiſe 


him, diſobey or {light him, betray, neglect or under- 
mine his Intereſt : In fine, Wholoever does not love 


the Lord Jeſus let him Feen. 
2 FINTS. 
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